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(57) ABSTRACT

An angular intensity distribution shaping member includes a
first surface for receiving a light beam emitted from a light
source, the first surface having a length in a width direction
that is longer than that in a thickness direction; second sur-
faces forming a plate-shaped light path on which the light
beam incident from the first surface propagates by total
reflection, the second surfaces including at least one adjust-
ment surface for spreading a full angle of an angular intensity
distribution, in the width direction, of the light beam incident
from the first surface so that the full angle becomes wider than
that of the angular intensity distribution of the light beam just
after emission from the light source; and a third surface
through which the light beam exits, the full angle of its angu-
lar intensity distribution in the width direction having been
widened by the at least one adjustment surface.
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1
SURFACE LIGHT SOURCE DEVICE AND
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a surface light source
device having a planar light emitting surface, and to a liquid
crystal display device having a surface light source device and
a liquid crystal panel.

BACKGROUND ART

The liquid crystal display element in a liquid crystal dis-
play device does not emit light itself. Liquid crystal display
devices therefore have a backlight disposed behind the liquid
crystal display element as a light source to illuminate the
liquid crystal display element. CCF (Cold Cathode Fluores-
cent) lamps, in which the inner wall of a glass tube is coated
with a phosphor and from which white light can be obtained,
have been the leading type of light source for backlight use.
With the recent striking improvements in LED (Light Emit-
ting Diode) performance, however, the demand for backlights
using LED light sources has been rapidly expanding.

Among the devices referred to as LEDs there are mono-
chromatic LEDs and white LEDs. A monochromatic LED
emits monochromatic light such as red, green, or blue light by
direct emission from the LED. A white LED has a blue LED
and a yellow phosphor enclosed in a package. The yellow
phosphor is excited by the blue light. White light is thereby
obtained from the white LED. White LEDs in particular have
high emission efficiency and are effective in reducing power
consumption. White LEDs are therefore widely used as light
sources for backlights. ‘Monochromatic’ refers to a single
color with no admixture of other colors. ‘Monochromatic
light’ is light with a single narrow wavelength width.

A white LED has a wide wavelength bandwidth. For that
reason, white LEDs have the problem of a narrow color
gamut. The liquid crystal display element in a liquid crystal
display device has internal color filters. The liquid crystal
display device renders colors by using these color filters to
extract the isolated spectral wavelength ranges of red, green,
and blue light. With a light source having a continuous wave-
length spectrum with a wide bandwidth as found in a white
LED, to widen the color gamut, it is necessary to increase the
color purity of the color filters of the display colors. The color
filters are therefore designed to have narrow wavelength
transmission bands. If the color filters have narrow wave-
length transmission bands, however, then their light utiliza-
tion efficiency is reduced. The reason is that there is a large
amount of unnecessary light that is not used by the liquid
crystal display element of the liquid crystal display device.
Further problems also arise: the brightness of the display
surface of the liquid crystal display element is reduced and the
power consumption of the liquid crystal display device is
increased.

White LEDs are particularly deficient in energy in the red
spectral band from 600 nm to 700 nm. If a color filter with a
narrow wavelength bandwidth is used to increase the purity in
the desired 630-640 nm wavelength band, the problem arises
that the amount of light transmitted is greatly reduced.
Accordingly, the problem of sharply reduced brightness
arises.

As a remedy to these problems, backlights using mono-
chromatic LEDs or lasers of high color purity have recently
been proposed. High color purity means a narrow wavelength
band and excellent monochromaticity. Lasers in particular
have extremely good monochromaticity, and their emission
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2

efficiency is also high. By using laser light sources, it has
therefore become possible to offer liquid crystal display
devices that display images with high brightness and a wide
color gamut. By using laser light sources, it has also become
possible to offer liquid crystal display devices with low power
consumption.

Monochromatic LEDs and lasers emit monochromatic
light. To generate white light by using monochromatic light
sources, a backlight therefore needs to have red, green, and
blue light sources. That is, the backlight needs to have differ-
ent light sources emitting light of the three primary colors.
The backlight generates white light by mixing the light emit-
ted from these light sources. If light sources having different
angular intensity distributions are used, there will be irregu-
larities in the spatial intensity distributions ofthe colors on the
display surface of the liquid crystal display element. When
light sources of a plurality of colors are used to generate white
light, these spatial intensity distribution irregularities will
show up as color irregularities. That is, when mixed to gen-
erate white light, the intensity irregularities of the light of the
different colors will show up as color irregularities. Light
intensity irregularities are also referred to as brightness
irregularities.

To solve this problem, it is necessary to increase the planar
uniformity of the spatial intensity distributions. Light emitted
from light sources that differ in their emitting mechanism or
in the material properties of their light emitting elements will
have differing divergence angles and emission efficiencies,
however. For that reason, it is necessary to provide optimal
means for uniformizing the spatial intensity distributions in
the planes corresponding to the light sources.

In conventional backlights, color irregularities have been
suppressed by using special light guide plates matched to the
characteristics of the light sources. Patent Document 1, for
example, proposes a backlight having a special light guide
plate for the light source of each color for use in a flat display
panel. This backlight for use in a flat display panel has a
different light source for each color and a light guide plate
corresponding to the light source for each color. The back-
light generates white illumination light by additively mixing
the monochromatic planar light emitted from each light guide
plate. This configuration enables the structure of each light
guide plate to be optimized for the characteristics of the
corresponding light source. It is accordingly possible to
increase the uniformity of the planar spatial intensity distri-
bution of each color and suppress color irregularities. A ‘pla-
nar spatial intensity distribution’ is a distribution representing
levels of light intensity at positions expressed in a two-dimen-
sional plane.

PRIOR ART REFERENCES
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 6-138459

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

The above structure, however, uses a plurality of stacked
light guide plates. The above structure therefore has the prob-
lem of increasing the size of the backlight, particularly in the
thickness direction of the device.

The present invention addresses the above problem with
the object of obtaining a light mixing unit, a surface light
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source device, and a liquid crystal display device that sup-
press light intensity irregularity with a compact structure by
finely adjusting the angular intensity distribution of the light.
A further object is to obtain a light mixing unit, a surface light
source device, and a liquid crystal display device that sup-
press light intensity irregularity even when a plurality of light
sources with different characteristics are used. A backlight is
a light source for illuminating the display surface of a liquid
crystal display element, so it has the function ofa surface light
source device.

Means for Solving the Problem

A surface light source device according to the present
invention includes: a surface emitting light guide plate having
a first light incidence surface, light beams incident from the
first light incidence surface being emitted from the surface
emitting light guide plate as planar light; a first light source
disposed facing the first light incidence surface, for emitting
a first light beam toward the first light incidence surface; a
second light source for emitting a second light beam having a
narrower angular intensity distribution than the first light
beam; and an angular intensity distribution shaping member
having a second light incidence surface on which the second
light beam is incident, for guiding the second light beam to
the first light incidence surface while changing the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam.

Effect of the Invention

The present invention can provide a compact surface light
source device that suppresses intensity irregularity in light
emitted from light sources having different angular intensity
distributions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the structure of a liquid crystal
display device according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the surface light
source device according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the vicinity of its
incidence surface in the surface light source device according
to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing angular intensity distributions of
the second light beam in the surface emitting light guide plate
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing angular intensity distributions of
the first light beam and the second light beam in the surface
emitting light guide plate according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a plan view showing an arrangement of optical
microelements in the surface emitting light guide plate
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing an arrangement of optical
microelements in the surface emitting light guide plate
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the structure of the
control system of the liquid crystal display device according
to the first embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing the structure of a liquid crystal
display device according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the surface light
source device according to the second embodiment.
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FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the surface light
source device according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing the structure of a liquid
crystal display device according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing the structure of a liquid
crystal display device according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the surface light
source device according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member in the surface light
source device according to the third embodiment.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

There is also the following problem. In recent years, side lit
surface light source devices, in which light emitted from the
light source enters a thin surface emitting light guide plate
from its side surface (light incidence surface) and diffused
light is emitted from the front surface (light emitting surface)
of'the surface emitting light guide plate toward the entire back
surface of the liquid crystal display element (liquid crystal
panel), have been widely used as backlight units of liquid
crystal display devices. However, since it is hard to position a
large number of high-intensity light sources (such as LEDs)
facing the narrow side surface of a thin surface emitting light
guide plate, surface light source devices of the side lit type
have suffered from difficulty in obtaining sufficiently
enhanced brightness.

A surface light source device proposed as a solution to this
problem includes a plurality of light sources (an array of light
emitting elements) arrayed in the thickness direction of the
surface light source device, a surface emitting light guide
plate, and a light-path changing member (such as an optically
reflecting mirror) for guiding light from the plurality of light
sources to the side surface (light incidence surface) of the
surface emitting light guide plate (see Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2005-250020, for example).

In the proposed surface light source device (in Japanese
Patent Application Publication No. 2005-250020), since the
plurality of light sources are arrayed in the thickness direction
of the surface emitting light guide plate, facing the side sur-
face of the surface emitting light guide plate, the surface
emitting light guide plate must be thickened, which conse-
quently raises the problem of increased thickness of the sur-
face light source device.

A liquid crystal display device using a thickened surface
light source device can enhance the brightness of the display
surface of the liquid crystal panel, but raises the problem of
increased thickness of the liquid crystal display device.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing the structure of
a liquid crystal display device 1 (including a surface light
source device 100) according to a first embodiment. FIG. 2 is
a diagram schematically showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110 shown in FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the light incidence surface 110a
of the angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 in
greater detail.

The liquid crystal display device 1 is a transmissive liquid
crystal display device including a liquid crystal display ele-
ment (hereinafter, ‘liquid crystal panel’) 11 having a rectan-
gular display surface 11a and an opposite back surface 115.
For ease of description, the xyz axes of a Cartesian coordinate
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system are shown in the drawings. In the following descrip-
tion, the short-side direction of the display surface 11a of the
liquid crystal panel 11 is the y-axis direction (the direction
perpendicular to the plane of the drawing sheet in FIG. 1), the
long-side direction of the display surface 11a of the liquid
crystal panel 11 is the x-axis direction (the horizontal direc-
tion in FIG. 1), and the direction perpendicular to the xy plane
is the z-axis direction (the vertical direction in FIG. 1). The
direction from leftto right in FIG. 1 is the positive direction of
the x-axis (the +x-axis direction), and the opposite direction is
the negative direction of the x-axis (the —x-axis direction).
The direction from the front to the back of the drawing sheet
in FIG. 1 is the positive direction of the y-axis (the +y-axis
direction), and the opposite direction is the negative direction
of the y-axis (the —y-axis direction). The direction from bot-
tom to top in FIG. 1 is the positive direction of the z-axis (the
+z-axis direction), and the opposite direction is the negative
direction of the z-axis (the —z-axis direction).

As shown in FIG. 1, the liquid crystal display device 1
according to the first embodiment includes a transmissive
liquid crystal panel 11, a first optical sheet 12, a second
optical sheet 13, and a surface light source device 100. The
surface light source device 100 is a surface light source device
that casts light onto the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal
panel 11 through the second optical sheet 13 and first optical
sheet 12. These components 11, 12, 13, 100 are disposed in
that order from the +z-axis direction toward the —z-axis direc-
tion.

The display surface 11a of the liquid crystal panel 11 is
parallel to the xy plane. The liquid crystal layer of the liquid
crystal panel 11 has a planar structure extending in directions
parallel to the xy plane. Normally the display surface 11a of
the liquid crystal panel 11 is rectangular, and any two adjacent
sides (a short side extending in the y-axis direction and a long
side extending in the x-axis direction, in the first embodi-
ment) of the display surface 11a meet at a right angle. The
display surface 11a may, however, have a different shape.

As shown in FIG. 1, the surface light source device 100
includes a thin surface emitting light guide plate 15, a first
light source 18, a second light source 101, and an angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110. The surface light
source device 100 includes a cylindrical mirror 102 for redi-
recting light. If necessary, the surface light source device 100
includes a light reflecting sheet 17. The surface emitting light
guide plate 15, light reflecting sheet 17, and angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110 are disposed in that order
from the +z-axis direction toward the -z-axis direction. The
cylindrical mirror 102 operates as a light-path changing
member. The angular intensity distribution shaping member
110 operates to shape the angular intensity distribution of the
second light source 101.

The light emitting part of the first light source 18 is dis-
posed facing the light incidence surface 15¢ (side surface) of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The first light source
18 emits a first light beam [.11. The first light source 18 is, for
example, a light source device having a plurality of LEDs
(light emitting diodes) arranged at substantially regular inter-
vals in the y-axis direction. The first light beam [.11 emitted
from the first light source 18 has a wide angular intensity
distribution. In the xy plane, the first beam [.11 in the first
embodiment has a substantially Lambertian angular intensity
distribution with a full angle of 120 degrees. The first light
source 18 is disposed within the z-axis length of the light
incidence surface 15¢. That is, the first light source 18 is
preferably disposed within the thickness range of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15. FIG. 1 shows the first beam .11
emitted from the first light source 18 directly entering the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

surface emitting light guide plate 15 from the light incidence
surface 15¢. The first light beam. .11 may, however, reach the
light incidence surface 15¢ through a lens or another optical
element. Incidentally, ‘emit” means to emit light in a certain
direction. The full angle is the angle at which the light has
50% of its maximum intensity.

The second light source 101 is disposed on the back surface
side (in —z-axis direction) of the light reflecting sheet 17. The
second light source 101 is, for example, a light source device
having laser emission elements disposed at substantially
equal intervals in the y-axis direction. The number of laser
emission elements in the second light source 101 is a multiple
of a natural number. This means that the number of laser
emission elements is an even number. The second light beam
12 emitted from the second light source 101 has a narrow
angular intensity distribution. The second light beam .12 in
the first embodiment has a substantially Gaussian angular
intensity distribution with a full angle of 35 degrees in the xy
plane.

As shown in FIG. 2, the second light source 101 has light
emitting units, which emit the second light beam .12, dis-
posed facing in directions rotated by arbitrary angles from the
-x-axis direction by rotation about the z-axis. Adjacent sec-
ond light sources 101 are rotated at the same angle from the
x-axis but in opposite directions. All second light sources 101
have the same angular rotation; pairs of adjacent second light
sources 101 differ only in the positive-negative direction of
rotation. The light emitting units that emit the second light
beam [.12 of the second light source 101 are disposed facing
the light incidence surface 110qa of the angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping member 110.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 110
includes a plate member disposed parallel to the xy plane. The
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 is, for
example, a 1-mm-thick plate member. Its dimensions are 90
mm in the x-axis direction and 255 mm in the y-axis direction.
The angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 is
made of a transparent acrylic resin such as PMMA.

As shown in FIG. 1, the light incidence surface 110a of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 faces the
light emitting units of the second light source 101. The light
exit surface 110¢ of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110 faces the reflecting surface 102a of the cylindri-
cal mirror 102. The cylindrical mirror 102 functions as a
light-path changing member.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the disposition of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110 and second light
source 101. FIG. 2 shows the shape of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110 in the xy plane. The second
light source 101 has six laser emission elements 101a, 1015,
101c, 1014, 101e, 101/ disposed in the y-axis direction. In
FIG. 2, laser emission element 1014, laser emission element
1015, laser emission element 101c¢, laser emission element
1014, laser emission element 101e, and laser emission ele-
ment 1017 are aligned in that order from the left (the —y-axis
direction in FIG. 2).

The light incidence surface 110a of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110 has a sawtooth shape
formed by alternate rotations about the z-axis to face the laser
emission elements 101a, 1015, 101c, 1014, 101e, 101/, The
surface facing laser emission element 101¢ is light incidence
surface 110aa. The surface facing laser emission element
10154 is light incidence surface 110ab. The surface facing
laser emission element 101 ¢ is light incidence surface 110ac.
The surface facing laser emission element 1024 is light inci-
dence surface 110ad. The surface facing laser emission ele-
ment 102e is light incidence surface 110ae. The surface fac-
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ing laser emission element 101/ is light incidence surface
110af. The angular intensity distribution shaping member
110 has the same number of light incidence surfaces as the
number of laser emission elements in the second light sources
101; light incidence surfaces 110aa, 110ab, 110ac, 110ad,
110ae, and 110af respectively face laser emission elements
101a, 1015, 101c, 1014, 101e, and 101/ The second light
beam 112 emitted from the laser emission elements 101a,
1015, 101c¢, 1014, 101e, 101fis perpendicularly incident on
the corresponding light incidence surfaces 110aa, 110ab,
110ac, 110ad, 110ae, 110af.

In the first embodiment, the second light beam [.12 emitted
from the second light source 101 is directed in directions
rotated about the z-axis by £20 degrees from the —x-axis
direction. Second light beams [.12a, [.12¢, L.12¢ are rotated
by 20 degrees clockwise, as viewed from the +z-axis direc-
tion. Second light beams [.125, 1.12d, [.12f are rotated by 20
degrees counterclockwise, as viewed from the +z-axis direc-
tion. The second light beams [.12a, [.125, [.12¢, [.12d, 1.12e,
L12f emitted from the laser emission elements 101a, 1015,
101c, 1014, 101e, 101f are inclined by 20 degrees in the xy
plane from the light path leading from the second light source
101 toward the light incidence surface 15¢. The light path
shown here means the light path of the collective light flux of
the second light beams [.12a, 1.125, [.12¢, [.12d, 1.12¢, L12f
emitted from the laser emission elements 101a, 1015, 101c,
101d, 101e, 101f. The second light source 101 is disposed in
the xy plane. That is, the light emitting units of the second
light sources 101 are disposed in the Xy plane. Corresponding
light incidence surfaces 110aa, 110ac, 110ae are rotated from
the yz plane by 20 degrees clockwise, as viewed from the
+z-axis direction. Corresponding light incidence surfaces
110ab, 110ad, 1104af are rotated from the yz plane by 20
degrees counterclockwise, as viewed from the +z-axis direc-
tion.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 has
an optical microstructure 111 on its light incidence surface
110a. The optical microstructure 111 has the effect of chang-
ing the direction of travel of incident light by refraction. In the
optical microstructure 111, for example, cylindrical side
shapes are formed as concave shapes at regular intervals in the
y-axis direction across the light incidence surface 110q, as
shown in FIG. 3. In the optical microstructure 111, that is,
cylindrical side shapes are formed as concave shapes in the
light incidence surface 110a. The concave shapes of the opti-
cal microstructure 111 are formed at regular intervals in the
y-axis direction. The central axes of the cylinders here are
parallel to the z-axis. The concave shapes shown in FIG. 3 are
cylindrical side shapes cut in planes parallel to planes passing
through the central axes of the cylinders. A cross section of
the optical microstructure 111 cut in the Xy plane has circular
arc shapes that are concave on the side toward the second light
source 101. A cross section of the light incidence surface
110a cut in the zx plane would have a linear shape extending
in the z-axis direction.

In the xy plane, the optical microstructure 111 of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 110 in the first
embodiment has concave circular arc shapes with a radius of
40 um. The circular arc shapes are centered on planes parallel
to the light incidence surfaces 110aa, 110ab, 110ac, 110ad,
110ae, 110af. The depth of the concave shapes is 20 um. The
spacing of the circular arc shapes is 80 um, which is the
distance between the centers of the circular arcs.

The second light beam .12 entering the light incidence
surface 110q is diffused by the optical microstructure 111
when it enters the light incidence surface 110a. Therefore, the
full angle of the angular intensity distribution of the second

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

light beam [.12 entering the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 110 is larger than the full angle of the angu-
lar intensity distribution just after emission from the second
light source 101. The second light beam .12 travels in ran-
dom directions. The diffusing eftect of the optical microstruc-
ture 111 is not considered in FIG. 2, however, to show the
light path of the second light beam [.12 more clearly.

The second light beam [.12 emitted from the second light
source 101 has a narrow angular intensity distribution with a
full angle of 35 degrees in the xy plane. The angular intensity
distribution is substantially a Gaussian distribution. The sec-
ond light beams [.12a, [.12b emitted from adjacent laser
emission elements 101a, 1015 are additively combined in the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110. The sec-
ond light beams [.12¢, [.12d emitted from adjacent laser
emission elements 101¢, 102d are additively combined in the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110. The sec-
ond light beams [.12¢, [.12femitted from adjacent laser emis-
sion elements 101e, 101fare additively combined in the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 110. This gives the
second light beam [.12 an angular intensity distribution with
a large full angle in the light exit surface 110c.

More specifically, laser emission element 101a is disposed
adjacent laser emission element 1015. In FIG. 2, laser emis-
sion element 101aq is rotated clockwise about the z-axis by 20
degrees from the —x-axis direction. Laser emission element
1015 is rotated counterclockwise about the z-axis by 20
degrees from the —x-axis direction. Consequently, the beam
axis of second light beam [.12¢ is directed in a direction
rotated clockwise about the z-axis by 20 degrees from the
-x-axis direction. The beam axis of second light beam [.126
is directed in a direction rotated counterclockwise about the
z-axis by 20 degrees from the —x-axis direction. That is, the
directions ofthe beam axes of the two lightbeams [.124, L1256
are symmetric with respect to the x-axis. The beam axis here
is an axis whose angular direction is a weighted mean of the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam in an arbitrary
plane. The weighted mean angle can be found by taking a
mean of angles weighted according to their light intensity. If
the position of peak light intensity is not centered in the
angular intensity distribution, the beam axis angle is not at the
position of peak light intensity. The beam axis angle is at the
position of the areal centroid of the angular intensity distri-
bution.

The beam axis of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam obtained by additively combining light beams
L124 and [.125 is directed in the —x-axis direction. The angu-
lar intensity distribution of the light beam obtained by addi-
tively combining these light beams has a wider full angle than
the angular intensity distributions of the original light beams
L124a, 1.125. The light beam obtained by additively combin-
ing the light beams [.12¢, L.12d emitted from adjacent laser
emission elements 101¢, 1024 is combined in the same man-
ner. The light beam obtained by additively combining the
light beams [.12¢, [.12f emitted from adjacent laser emission
elements 101e, 101/'is also combined in the same manner.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are graphs showing angular intensity distri-
butions of the first light beam [.11 and second light beam [.12
in the xy plane in the first embodiment. FIG. 4 shows the
angular intensity distribution 122 of the light beam obtained
by additively combining the angular intensity distribution
121a of second light beam [.12¢ and the angular intensity
distribution 1215 of second light beam [.125 on the light exit
surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110. Angular intensity distribution 121a is the angu-
lar intensity distribution of second light beam [.12a on the
light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distribution
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shaping member 110. Angular intensity distribution 1215 is
the angular intensity distribution of second light beam [.126
on the light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 110. Angular intensity distribution
122 is the angular intensity distribution obtained by addi-
tively combining the angular intensity distribution of second
light beam [.12a and the angular intensity distribution of
second light beam [.125 on the light exit surface 110c¢ of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110. The hori-
zontal axis represents angle (degrees), and the vertical axis
represents light intensity (a.u.). The units symbol ‘a.u.” indi-
cates arbitrary units. The angles shown here are angles of
rotation from the —x-axis direction about the z-axis. Viewed
from the +z-axis direction, a clockwise rotation is positive
and a counterclockwise rotation is negative.

The graph in FIG. 5 compares three angular intensity dis-
tributions 180, 120, 122. The three angular intensity distribu-
tions are the angular intensity distribution 180 of the first light
beam .11 incident on the surface emitting light guide plate
15, the angular intensity distribution 120 of the second light
beam [12 just after emission from the second light source
101, and the angular intensity distribution 122 of the second
light beam [.12 incident on the light exit surface 110¢ of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110. Angular
intensity distribution 180 is the angular intensity distribution
of the first light beam .11 incident on the surface emitting
light guide plate 15. Angular intensity distribution 120 is the
angular intensity distribution of the second light beam [.12
just after emission from the second light source 101. Angular
intensity distribution 122 is the angular intensity distribution
of'the second light beam [.12 on the light exit surface 110¢ of
the angular intensity distribution shaping member 110. The
horizontal axis represents angle (degrees), and the vertical
axis represents light intensity (a.u.). The angles shown here
are angles of rotation from the —x-axis direction about the
z-axis. Viewed from the +z-axis direction, a clockwise rota-
tion is positive and a counterclockwise rotation is negative.

As shown in FIG. 4, on the light exit surface 110¢ of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110, second
light beam I.12a has maximum intensity in a direction rotated
by about +20 degrees. This is because laser emission element
101a is disposed with a rotation of +20 degrees about the
z-axis. On the light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110, second light beam [.12a
has an angular intensity distribution that differs from the
distribution when second light beam [.12a was emitted from
laser emission element 101a. Just after emission from laser
emission element 1014, second light beam [.12¢ has a sub-
stantially Gaussian distribution with a full angle of 35
degrees. If this second light beam [.12a were to enter a mem-
ber having the same refractive index as the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110, its angular intensity distri-
bution would be narrowed by refraction, and the full angle
would become about 24 degrees. The angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping member 110 in the first embodiment, how-
ever, has an optical microstructure 111 on light incidence
surface 110aa. Second light beam [.12q is diffused by the
optical microstructure 111, and the full angle of its angular
intensity distribution 121a is widened to about 40 degrees.
The shape of the angular intensity distribution 121a varies
gradually.

On the light exit surface 110¢ of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110, second light beam L1254
has maximum intensity in a direction rotated by about -20
degrees. This is because laser emission element 1015 is dis-
posed with a rotation of —20 degrees about the z-axis. On the
light exit surface 110¢ of the angular intensity distribution
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shaping member 110, second light beam [.125 has an angular
intensity distribution that differs from the distribution when
second light beam [.126 was emitted from laser emission
element 1015. Just after emission from laser emission ele-
ment 1015, second light beam [.125 has a substantially Gaus-
sian distribution with a full angle of 35 degrees. If this second
light beam 1.125 were to enter a member having the same
refractive index as the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110, its angular intensity distribution would be nar-
rowed by refraction, and the full width would become about
24 degrees. The angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 110 in the first embodiment, however, has an optical
microstructure 111 on light incidence surface 110ab. Second
light beam 1.125 is diffused by the optical microstructure 111,
and the full angle of its angular intensity distribution 1215 is
widened to about 40 degrees. The shape of the angular inten-
sity distribution 12154 varies gradually.

Accordingly, the angular intensity distributions 121a, 1215
of'the two light beams have symmetric shapes on the light exit
surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110, the center of symmetry being the x-axis (the O
degree angle). The beam axis of the angular intensity distri-
bution 122 of the light beam obtained by additively combin-
ing the two light beams [.12a, [.125 is on the x-axis (the 0
degree angle). The full angle of angular intensity distribution
122 is about 80 degrees.

As shown in FIG. 5, the angular intensity distribution in the
xy plane of the second light beam .12 emitted from the
second light source 101 has a substantially Gaussian distri-
bution with a narrow full angle. With passage through the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 110, the shape
of the angular intensity distribution 122 of the second light
beam .12 on the light exit surface 110¢ becomes a substan-
tially Lambertian distribution with a wide full angle. There-
fore, just after entering the surface emitting light guide plate
15, the second light beam .12 has an angular intensity dis-
tribution like that of the first light beam [.11 just after it enters
the surface emitting light guide plate 15.

The second light beam [.12 entering the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110 travels in the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 110 in the —x-axis direction.
The second light beam .12 then exits through the light exit
surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110 toward the cylindrical mirror 102. The cylindri-
cal mirror 102 functions as a light-path changing member.

The reflecting surface 1024 of the cylindrical mirror 102 is
disposed facing the light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110. The reflecting
surface 1024 is also disposed facing the light incidence sur-
face 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. A cross
section of the reflecting surface 1024 cut in the xz plane, as
shown in FIG. 1, has a circular arc shape that is concave on the
side toward the light incidence surface 15¢. A cross section of
the reflecting surface 1024 cut in the xy plane would have a
linear shape extending in the y-axis direction. The reflecting
surface 102a is the reflecting surface of the cylindrical mirror
102. The light incidence surface 15c¢ is an edge surface of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15. The cylindrical mirror
102 functions as a light-path changing member.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, the cylindrical mirror 102
in the first embodiment has the shape of one half of a cylinder
bisected in a plane passing through the axis of the cylinder (an
axis parallel to the y-axis). The reflecting surface 102a of the
cylindrical mirror 102 is on its concave side. The reflecting
surface 102a may have the shape ofa 1/n-th part of a cylinder
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divided into n equal parts (n being a number larger than 1) by
planes passing through the axis of the cylinder (which is an
axis parallel to the y-axis).

The reflecting surface 102a of the cylindrical mirror 102
has a metal layer that reflects light. The tangential direction of
the reflecting surface 102a varies with position. Therefore,
when a light flux (a bundle of light rays, light having size) is
incident on the reflecting surface 102a, each light ray in the
light flux is reflected at a different exit angle, depending on its
position of incidence.

The base material of the cylindrical mirror 102 is an acrylic
resin (such as PMMA). The reflecting surface 1024 is alumi-
nized by evaporation. The material and shape of the cylindri-
cal mirror 102 are not confined to this example, however. For
example, the base material may be a different resin or a metal
material of high workability. The metal film deposited on the
reflecting surface 102a may be a film of another metal mate-
rial with high reflectivity, such as silver or gold.

After exiting the light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110 in the —-x-axis
direction, the second light beam 1.12 is reflected twice from
the reflecting surface 102a of the cylindrical mirror 102. The
second light beam [.12 then departs toward the light incidence
surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The
second light beam [.12 traveling in the —x-axis direction is
reflected by the reflecting surface 102a and changes its direc-
tion oftravel to the +z-axis direction. This reflection is the first
reflection. The second light beam [.12 traveling in the +z-axis
direction is reflected by the reflecting surface 102¢ and
changes its direction of travel to the +x-axis direction. This
reflection is the second reflection.

The cylindrical mirror 102 has a radius of curvature in the
zx plane. When the second light beam 112 exits the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 110 and strikes the
reflecting surface 102a of the cylindrical mirror 102, the
diameter in the z-axis direction of its light flux is equal to the
thickness (size in the z-axis direction) of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 110. Therefore, each light ray of
the second light beam [.12 incident on the reflecting surface
202a of the cylindrical mirror 102 is reflected at an angle
depending on its position of incidence. This broadens the
angular intensity distribution of the second light beam [.12.
Therefore, the cylindrical mirror 102 also functions as an
angular intensity distribution shaping member.

The surface emitting light guide plate 15 has a front surface
15a, a back surface 155, and a plurality of side surfaces. The
back surface 156 is opposite the front surface 15a. The plu-
rality of side surfaces is narrow surfaces that link the front
surface 15a and the back surface 156. The surface emitting
light guide plate 15 is a transparent optical member. The
surface emitting light guide plate 15 has a plurality of optical
microelements 16 on its back surface 154. As shown in FIG.
1, the front surface 154 and back surface 155 are substantially
parallel in the first embodiment. The surfaces of both the front
surface 15a and back surface 155 are parallel to the xy plane.
A plane parallel to both the front surface 15a and the back
surface 156 is referred to as a reference plane of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15.

The surface emitting light guide plate 15 and the optical
microelements 16 constitute an optical member 14. The opti-
cal microelements 16 have the function of directing light rays
that have entered from the light incidence surface 15¢ of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 toward its front surface
15a. Inaregion in which the optical microelements 16 occupy
a large area, a large amount of illumination light [.14 travels
toward the front surface 154. A region in which the optical
microelements 16 occupy a large area may be a region in
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which a single optical microelement 16 occupies a large area
or a region in which the optical microelements 16 are arrayed
at high density. Therefore, the number of optical microele-
ments 16 per unit area and their shapes are preferably deter-
mined so that the area occupied by the optical microelements
16 increases with increasing distance in the +x direction from
the light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15.

The shapes of the optical microelements 16 and the number
of'the optical microelements 16 per unit area shown in FIGS.
1, 6, and 7 are examples. The optical microelements 16 shown
in FIGS. 1 and 6 are adapted to increase the area occupied by
the optical microelements 16 with increasing distance from
the light incidence surface 15¢ in the +x direction by enlarg-
ing the shapes of the optical microelements 16. The optical
microelements 16 shown in 7 are equal in size, but the density
of the array of optical microelements 16 (the number of
elements per unit area) increases with increasing distance
from the light incidence surface 15¢ in the +x direction. As in
these examples, the area occupied by the optical microele-
ments 16 can be varied in accordance with the number of
optical microelements 16 per unit area and the shapes of the
optical microelements 16.

The front surface 15a of the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 is disposed parallel to the display surface 11a of the
liquid crystal panel 11. The surface emitting light guide plate
15 has a mixing region 15e of a certain length extending from
the light incidence surface 15¢ toward the center of the sur-
face emitting light guide plate 15. For example, the mixing
region 15e is an area extending 10 mm from the light inci-
dence surface 15¢ in the +x-axis direction. In the mixing
region 15e, the surface emitting light guide plate 15 does not
have an optical structure such as the optical microelements 16
on its front surface 15a or back surface 155 and is exposed to
a layer of air. Light entering the mixing region 15¢ from the
light incidence surface 15¢ travels (propagates) in the +x-axis
direction by total reflection at the interface with the air layer.
The “air layer’ is the air surrounding the optical member. The
‘interface with the air layer’ is the front surface 15a, back
surface 155, and other faces that are in contact with the air
layer.

The surface emitting light guide plate 15 has optical micro-
elements 16 on its back surface 155 in a region 15f. Region
15f1s aregion adjacent to the mixing region 15¢ in the +x-axis
direction. The back surface 155 is the surface on the opposite
side from the liquid crystal panel 11. The optical microele-
ments 16 have the function of changing a mixed light beam
L13 to illumination light [.14. The mixed light beam .13 is a
mixture of the first light beam [.11 and the second light beam
L12, which are mixed in the surface emitting light guide plate
15. The illumination light [.14 is emitted substantially in the
+z-axis direction. The illumination light [.14 exits the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 toward the back surface 115 of
the liquid crystal panel 11.

The surface emitting light guide plate 15 is a component
made of a transparent material: for example, a sheet member
with a thickness of 4 mm in the z-axis direction. As shown in
FIGS. 6 and 7, the surface emitting light guide plate 15 has a
plurality of optical microelements 16 on its back surface 155.
The optical microelements 16 have convex hemispherical
lens shapes protruding in the —z-axis direction.

The material of the surface emitting light guide plate 15
and the material of the optical microelements 16 may be, for
example, an acrylic resin (PMMA). The material of the sur-
face emitting light guide plate 15 and the material of the
optical microelements 16, however, are not confined to an
acrylic resin. Any material having high optical transmittance
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and high forming workability can be used as the material of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15 and the optical micro-
elements 16. For example, polycarbonate resin or another
resin canbeused instead of acrylic resin. Alternatively, a glass
material can be used as the material of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 and the optical microelements 16. The
thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 is not
limited to 4 mm, but a thin surface emitting light guide plate
15 is preferred in consideration of making the liquid crystal
display device 1 both thinner and lighter.

The shape of the optical microelements 16 is not limited to
a convex lens shape; the optical microelements 16 need only
be members operable to reflect the mixed light beam .13 in
the +z-axis direction and direct the mixed light beam [.13
toward the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11. The
mixed light beam .13 consists of light traveling in the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 in the +x-axis direction. Pro-
vided they have this function, the optical microelements 16
may have any other shape. For example, the optical micro-
elements 16 may be prisms or may have an irregular relief
pattern.

The mixed light beam [.13 is totally reflected at the inter-
face between the surface emitting light guide plate 15 and the
air layer. The mixed light beam .13 propagates in the interior
of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The mixed light
beam [.13 travels in the +x-axis direction, undergoing reflec-
tion as it travels. When the mixed light beam [.13 encounters
an optical microelement 16, however, it changes its direction
of travel by reflection from the curved surface of the optical
microelement 16. After its direction of travel has changed,
some of the mixed light beam .13 does not satisty the con-
dition for total reflection at the interface between the surface
of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 and the air layer.
Light rays that do not satisty the condition for total reflection
exit from the front surface 15a of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15 toward the back surface 116 of the liquid
crystal panel 11.

The array density of the optical microelements 16 varies
with position in the xy plane on the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. The array density is the number of optical
microelements 16 per unit area or the area occupied by the
optical microelements 16 per unit area. The planar brightness
distribution of the illumination light [.14 can be controlled in
accordance with the varying array density of the optical
microelements 16. The illumination light [.14 exits the sur-
face emitting light guide plate 15. A ‘planar brightness dis-
tribution’ indicates levels of brightness with respect to posi-
tions expressed in two dimensions in an arbitrary plane. The
plane here is the front surface 15q or the display surface 11a.

The first light beam [.11 is, for example, a blue-green light
beam. The second light beam .12 is, for example, a red light
beam. The first light beam .11 and second light beam [.12
both enter the surface emitting light guide plate 15 from the
light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide
plate 15. The mixing region 15¢ is disposed in the vicinity of
the light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. The function of the mixing region 15¢ is to mix
the first light beam [.11 and the second light beam [.12. The
first light beam .11 and second light beam [.12 are mixed
together while they both travel in the mixing region 15e¢, and
become the mixed light beam (a white light beam, for
example) [13.

The mixed light beam 113 is transformed into the illumi-
nation light [.14 by the optical microelements 16 disposed on
the back surface 1556 of the surface emitting light guide plate
15. The illumination light [.14 travels substantially in the
+z-axis direction toward the back surface 115 of the liquid
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crystal panel 11. The illumination light [.14 passes through
the second optical sheet 13 and the first optical sheet 12 and
illuminates the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11.
The function of the first optical sheet 12 is to direct the
illumination light [.14 exiting the front surface 15a of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 toward the back surface
115 of' the liquid crystal panel 11. The function of the second
optical sheet 13 is to suppress optical effects such as minute
illumination irregularities due to the illumination light [.14.

The optical microelements 16 are disposed in region 15fon
the back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide plate
15. Region 15/ is a region extending from a position an
arbitrary length away from the light incidence surface 15¢ to
side surface 15d. The arbitrary length is the length of the
mixing region 15e. The region of region 15f in which the
optical microelements 16 are disposed has approximately the
same area as the valid image display region of the liquid
crystal panel 11. Preferably, it has a slightly larger area than
the valid image display region of the liquid crystal panel 11.
The center position of region 15f1s preferably the same as the
center position of the valid image display region (a region
parallel to the xy plane) of the liquid crystal panel 11. The
center position of region 15/ may be disposed in the vicinity
of'the center position of the valid image display region of the
liquid crystal panel 11.

With the configuration described above, the illumination
light [.14 exiting the front surface 154 of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 illuminates the entire valid image display
region of the liquid crystal panel 11. The viewer of the display
surface 11a of the liquid crystal panel 11 can see an image in
which brightness irregularity and color irregularity on the
display surface 11a have been reduced. Peripheral darkening
of'the display surface 11a of the liquid crystal panel 11 can be
avoided.

The surface light source device 100 has a light reflecting
sheet 17. The light reflecting sheet 17 is disposed facing the
back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.
Light exiting the back surface 155 of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 is reflected by the light reflecting sheet 17,
enters the surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its back
surface 155, exits from the front surface 15a of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15, and becomes illumination light
114 that illuminates the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal
panel 11. A light reflecting sheet having a resin base material
such as polyethylene terephthalate, for example, can be used
as the light reflecting sheet 17. A light reflecting sheet having
metal deposited by evaporation on the surface of a base mate-
rial may be used as the light reflecting sheet 17.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the structure of the
control system of the liquid crystal display device 1 according
to the first embodiment. As shown in FIG. 8, the liquid crystal
display device 1 includes the liquid crystal panel 11, a liquid
crystal panel driving unit 22, the first light source 18, the
second light source 101, a light source driving unit 23, and a
control unit 21. The liquid crystal panel driving unit 22 drives
the liquid crystal panel 11. By driving the liquid crystal panel
11 in accordance with a liquid crystal panel control signal 26,
the liquid crystal panel driving unit 22 causes the liquid
crystal panel 11 to display an image. The light source driving
unit 23 drives both the first light source 18 and the second
light source 101. By driving both the first light source 18 and
the second light source 101 in accordance with a light source
control signal 27, the light source driving unit 23 adjusts the
brightness of the image displayed on the liquid crystal panel
11. The control unit 21 controls the operation of the liquid
crystal panel driving unit 22 and the operation of the light
source driving unit 23. The control unit 21 performs image
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processing on an input video signal 25 and generates both the
liquid crystal panel control signal 26 and the light source
control signal 27 on the basis of the input video signal 25. The
control unit 21 supplies the liquid crystal panel control signal
26 to the liquid crystal panel driving unit 22. The control unit
21 supplies the light source control signal 27 to the light
source driving unit 23.

The liquid crystal panel driving unit 22 changes the optical
transmittance of the liquid crystal layer of the liquid crystal
panel 11, pixel by pixel, in accordance with the liquid crystal
panel control signal 26 received from the control unit 21.
Each pixel of the liquid crystal panel 11 includes three sub-
pixels (first to third sub-pixels): for example, one red (R)
sub-pixel, one green (G) sub-pixel, and one blue (B) sub-
pixel. The first sub-pixel has a color filter that transmits only
red light. The second sub-pixel has a color filter that transmits
only green light. The third sub-pixel has a color filter that
transmits only blue light.

By having the liquid crystal panel driving unit 22 control
the optical transmittance of each sub-pixel of the liquid crys-
tal panel 11, the control unit 21 has the liquid crystal panel 11
display a color image. In other words, the liquid crystal panel
11 creates image light by spatially modulating the illumina-
tion light .14 incident from the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 and outputs the image light from the display surface
11a. Here, ‘image light” means light possessing image infor-
mation.

The surface emitting light guide plate 15 inputs light beams
L11, L12 having different angular intensity distributions
emitted from the light sources 18, 101 and outputs them from
the front surface 154a. Differences between the angular inten-
sity distribution of the first light beam .11 and the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam .12 would
cause brightness irregularities in the planar brightness distri-
bution. The first light source 18 and the second light source
101 also emit light of different colors. This being the case,
brightness irregularities in the planar brightness distribution
would appear as color irregularities on the display surface
11a.

The surface light source device 100 in the first embodi-
ment, however, uses the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110 to shape the very narrow angular intensity dis-
tribution of the second light beam [.12 emitted from the laser
emission elements 101a, 1015, 101c, 1014, 101e, 1011 to
substantially the same shape as the angular intensity distribu-
tion of the first light beam [11 emitted from the LED ele-
ments. The surface light source device 100 thereby sup-
presses the occurrence of color irregularities on the display
surface 11a.

Both the blue-green first light beam [.11 and the red second
light beam .12 are incident on the light incidence surface 15¢
of'the surface emitting light guide plate 15. While traveling in
the mixing region 15¢ disposed in the vicinity of the light
incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate
15, the two light beams [.11 and .12 are mixed together into
a white mixed light beam [.13. The optical microelements 16
then cause the mixed light beam [L13 to exit the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 toward the liquid crystal panel
11.

In the surface emitting light guide plate 15 according to the
first embodiment, light beams .11, [.12 of different colors but
having equivalent angular intensity distributions enter region
15f. Region 15/ has optical microelements 16. [llumination
light [.14 accordingly exits the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 as white planar light without color irregularity in the
xy plane. The control unit 21 can adjust the ratio of the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16
brightness of the first light beam .11 to the brightness of the
second light beam .12 by controlling the light source driving
unit 23.

The liquid crystal display device 1 can widen the color
gamut by improving the color purity of the display color. In
this case, the liquid crystal display device 1 must narrow the
wavelength transmission bands of the color filters of the lig-
uid crystal panel 11. Narrowed wavelength transmission
bands, however, decrease the amount of light transmitted by
the color filters. Therefore, attempts to increase the color
purity of the display color cause the problem of decreased
brightness resulting from a decrease in the amount of light
transmitted by the color filters.

The peak of the red emission spectrum of the fluorescent
lamps used in the past lies in the orange wavelength region.
The red emission spectrum of white LEDs using a yellow
phosphor also peaks in the orange wavelength region. The
peak wavelength in the red region is thereby displaced from
the red region into the orange region. Attempts to increase red
color purity in particular greatly decrease the amount of trans-
mitted light, lowering the brightness significantly.

In the liquid crystal display device 1 according to the first
embodiment, the first light source 18 has LED elements that
emit a blue-green first light beam 1.11. The blue-green first
light beam 111 is a mixture of blue light and green light. The
second light source 101 has monochromatic laser emission
elements that emit ared second light beam [.12. The spectrum
of the second light beam [.12 has a peak around 640 nm, for
example. The full-width-at-half-maximum wavelength width
of the second light beam [.12 is 1 nm, which is extremely
narrow. The second light beam [.12 therefore has high color
purity. By using red laser emission elements, the second light
source 101 can improve the red color purity. Accordingly, the
liquid crystal display device 1 can widen the color gamut of
the display.

Although a second light source 101 including laser emis-
sion elements having a peak around 640 nm has been
described in the first embodiment, the present invention is not
limited to this configuration. If the second light source 101
uses red laser emission elements with a shorter wavelength,
the luminosity factor with respect to wavelength increases,
making it possible to improve the ratio of brightness to input
power, and power consumption can be decreased more effec-
tively. The ratio of brightness to input power is the ratio of
brightness that can be obtained with respect to input power. If
red laser emission elements with a longer wavelength are
used, the color gamut is widened, and vividly colored images
can be provided.

The laser emission elements, which have a very narrow
spectral width and enable color purity to be improved, also
have a very narrow angular intensity distribution. In a surface
light source device that fashions a white light source from
these laser emission elements and LED elements with a wide
angular intensity distribution, the difference in angular inten-
sity distribution between the light beams emitted from those
elements causes a problem of color irregularity.

In the surface light source device 100 of the liquid crystal
display device 1 in the first embodiment, the second light
beam [.12 emitted from the second light source 101 passes
through the angular intensity distribution shaping member
110, and the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.12 is adjusted to the same shape as the angular inten-
sity distribution of the first light beams .11 emitted from the
LED elements. Accordingly, the surface light source device
100 can provide white planar light with reduced color irregu-
larity.
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Tlumination light [.14 may travel in the —z-axis direction
by reflection from the first optical sheet 12, second optical
sheet 13, and so on. The illumination light [.14 is light that
exits the surface emitting light guide plate 15 toward the
liquid crystal panel 11. To improve brightness and reduce
power consumption, the reflected light should be used as
illumination light for the liquid crystal panel 11. The liquid
crystal display device 1 according to the first embodiment
includes a light reflecting sheet 17 on the —z-axis side of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15. The light reflecting
sheet 17 redirects light traveling in the —z-axis direction
toward the +z-axis direction. The liquid crystal display device
1 can accordingly use light efficiently.

As described above, the surface light source device 100
according to the first embodiment includes a surface emitting
light guide plate 15, a first light source 18, a second light
source 101, an angular intensity distribution shaping member
110, and a cylindrical mirror 102. The first light source 18 is
disposed in a position facing the light incidence surface 15¢ (a
side surface) of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The
second light source 101 is disposed in a position on the back
surface 155 side of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.
Both the angular intensity distribution shaping member 110
and the cylindrical mirror 102 function as light-path changing
members for guiding the second light beam 1.12 to the light
incidence surface 15¢.

As described above, the surface light source device 100
according to the first embodiment redirects the second light
beam .12 toward the light incidence surface 15¢ of the sur-
face emitting light guide plate 15 by means of the light-path
changing members. Therefore, the thickness of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 can be reduced in comparison
with the conventional structure, in which two types of light
sources aligned in the thickness direction of the surface emit-
ting light guide plate are disposed facing the light incidence
surface of the surface emitting light guide plate.

The surface light source device 100 according to the first
embodiment includes the angular intensity distribution shap-
ing member 110. For that reason, the surface light source
device 100 according to the first embodiment can make the
angular intensity distribution of the second light beam [.12
immediately before it enters region 15fof the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 approximate the angular intensity distri-
bution of the first light beam .11 immediately before it enters
region 15/. Region 15f7is a region on the back surface 155 of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15 including optical
microelements 16.

As described above, the surface light source device 100
uses the angular intensity distribution shaping member 110 to
make the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.12 approximate the angular intensity distribution of
the first light beam [.11. This suppresses the difference
between the planar brightness distribution of the illumination
light 1.14 created by the first light beam .11 and the planar
brightness distribution of the illumination light [.14 created
by the second light beam [.12. Accordingly, the surface light
source device 100 can reduce color irregularity in the illumi-
nation light [.14. The illumination light [.14 is planar light
exiting the front surface 154 of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. The illumination light .14 is also white light
created by additively combining the first light beam [.11 and
the second light beam [.12.

The liquid crystal display device 1 including the surface
light source device 100 according to the first embodiment can
be thinner because the thickness of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15 is reduced. Since color irregularity in the
surface light source device 100 can be reduced, the liquid
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crystal display device 1 can decrease color irregularity on the
display surface 11a of the liquid crystal panel 11 and improve
picture quality.

In the surface light source device 100 according to the first
embodiment, the control unit 21 has the light source driving
unit 23 adjust the brightness of the second light beam [.12 and
the brightness of the first light beam [.11. The control unit 21
adjusts the amounts of light emitted by the light sources 18,
101 in accordance with the video signal 25. For that reason,
the liquid crystal display device 1 can reduce its power con-
sumption.

The liquid crystal display device 1 uses at least one type of
laser emission element in its light sources. For that reason, the
liquid crystal display device 1 can widen the color gamut and
can provide vividly colored images with reduced color irregu-
larity.

The surface light source device 100 according to the first
embodiment also includes the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 110. For that reason, the two types of light
sources 18 and 101 can be disposed in separated positions.
The light emitting elements used as light sources generally
have electrical-to-optical conversion efficiencies of 10% to
50%. The energy that is not converted to light becomes heat.
The ‘light emitting elements” here are LED elements and laser
emission elements.

Ifthe two types oflight sources 18, 101 were to be disposed
close together, the presence of heat sources in a small area
would make heat sinking difficult. An insufficient heat sink-
ing capability would increase the ambient temperature of the
two types of light sources 18, 101. As the ambient tempera-
ture rises, the emission efficiencies of the light sources 18,
101 generally decrease. It is therefore important to improve
the heat sinking capability. In the liquid crystal display device
1 according to the first embodiment, the two types of light
sources 18, 101 are disposed separately, and the separately
disposed heat sources make it easy to regulate the temperature
of the light sources 18, 101. Because of the facilitated tem-
perature regulation, fewer heat sinking members are required,
making it easier to reduce the thickness of the surface light
source device 100.

The surface light source device 100 according to the first
embodiment described above employs a configuration in
which the two light beams [.11 and [.12 are incident on a short
side surface (light incidence surface 15¢) of the surface emit-
ting light guide plate 15. The surface light source device 100
may, however, use a long side surface of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 as the light incidence surface. This can be
done by appropriately changing the arrangement of the light
sources 18, 101, the position of the cylindrical mirror 102, the
arrangement of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 110 and the optical microelements 16, the shapes of
the optical microelements 16, and so on.

The surface light source device 100 according to the first
embodiment described above employs a configuration in
which the light beams [.11, .12 enter the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 from a single side surface (light incidence
surface 15¢). The surface light source device 100 may, how-
ever, use two opposite side surfaces (such as the light inci-
dence surface 15¢ and its opposite side surface 15d) of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 as light incidence sur-
faces. This can be done by appropriately changing the
arrangement of the light sources 18, 101, the position of
cylindrical mirrors 102, the arrangement of angular intensity
distribution shaping members 110 and optical microelements
16, the shapes of the optical microelements 16, and so on.

The light source driving unit 23 of the surface light source
device 100 according to the first embodiment individually
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controls both the output of the first light source 18 and the
output of the second light source 101 in accordance with the
video signal 25. The surface light source device 100 can
therefore operate with reduced power consumption. In addi-
tion, the surface light source device 100 can provide
improved contrast by reducing stray light. This is because
stray light can be reduced by reducing excess light. ‘Stray
light’ is light that travels off the normal light path in an optical
device and is detrimental to the intended purpose of the
device.

The liquid crystal display device 1 according to the first
embodiment employs blue-green LED elements for the first
light source 18 and red laser emission elements for the second
light source 101. The present invention is not limited to this
configuration, however. For example, the present invention
can be applied in any liquid crystal display device having a
plurality of differing light sources, if it has both a light source
with a wide angular intensity distribution and a light source
with a narrow angular intensity distribution.

The present invention can also be applied to a configuration
in which, for example, a fluorescent lamp emitting blue-green
light is employed as the first light source 18 and red laser
emission elements are employed as the second light source
101. In that case, the fluorescent lamp and laser emission
elements can generate white light. The present invention can
further be applied to a configuration in which blue LED
elements and red LED elements are employed as the first light
source 18 and green laser emission elements are employed as
the second light source 101. In that case, the LED elements
and laser emission elements can generate white light. More-
over, green LED elements can be used as the first light source
18, and blue laser emission elements and red laser emission
elements can be used as the second light source 101.

In the description given above, the surface light source
device 100 is used as the backlight unit of a liquid crystal
display device 1, but the surface light source device can also
be used for other purposes, such as illumination.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 9 is a diagram schematically showing the structure of
a liquid crystal display device 2 (including a surface light
source device 200) according to a second embodiment. In
place of the angular intensity distribution shaping member
110 in the first embodiment, the surface light source device
200 according to the second embodiment includes an angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 having a different
shape. In place of the cylindrical mirror 102 in the first
embodiment, the surface light source device 200 according to
the second embodiment includes a cylindrical mirror 202
having a different shape. The cylindrical mirror 202 functions
as a light-path changing member. Components identical to
components in the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 will be
denoted by the same reference characters, and descriptions of
those components will be omitted. Of the components in the
second embodiment shown in FIG. 9, the identical compo-
nents are the liquid crystal panel 11, optical sheets 12, 13,
surface emitting light guide plate 15, optical microelements
16, light reflecting sheet 17, and first light source 18.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 in the second
embodiment, viewed from the +z-axis direction. As shown in
FIG. 10, the angular intensity distribution shaping member
202 includes three angular intensity distribution shaping
members 210a, 2105, 210¢ aligned in the y-axis direction.
The angular intensity distribution shaping members 210a,
2105, 210c have identical shapes. The angular intensity dis-
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tribution shaping members 210a, 2105, 210¢ are made of
identical materials. The angular intensity distribution shaping
members 210a, 2105, 210¢ therefore all have the same per-
formance. FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the structure of
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210qa, viewed
from the +z-axis direction.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 210 is a
plate member disposed parallel to the xy plane. For example,
the angular intensity distribution shaping member 210 is a
plate member having a thickness of 1 mm. Its dimensions are
70 mm in the x-axis direction and 85 mm in the y-axis direc-
tion. The angular intensity distribution shaping member 210
is made of a transparent acrylic resin such as PMMA.

As shown in FIG. 11, the light incidence surface 211a of
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210a has two
light incidence surfaces 211aa, 211ab. Light incidence sur-
face 211aa faces laser emission element 201a. Light inci-
dence surface 211ab faces laser emission element 201b.
Laser emission element 201a is rotated counterclockwise
about the z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. The
beam axis of the second light beam [.22a emitted from laser
emission element 201a is directed in a direction rotated coun-
terclockwise about the z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis
direction. Laser emission element 2015 is rotated clockwise
about the z axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. The
beam axis of the second light beam 1.225 emitted from laser
emission element 2015 is accordingly directed in a direction
rotated clockwise about the z-axis by 18 degrees from the
-x-axis direction. When the xy plane is viewed from the
+z-axis side, the direction of clockwise rotation about the
z-axis is the positive direction, and the direction of counter-
clockwise rotation is the negative direction. The beam axis
here is an axis whose angular direction is a weighted mean of
the angular intensity distribution of the light beam in an
arbitrary plane. The weighted mean angle can be found by
taking a mean of angles weighted according to their light
intensity. If the position of peak light intensity is not centered
in the angular intensity distribution, the beam axis angle is not
at the position of peak light intensity. The beam axis angle is
at the position of the areal centroid of the angular intensity
distribution.

Light incidence surface 211aa of angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 210a is perpendicular to the beam
axis of second light beam [.224. Second light beam [.224 is
perpendicularly incident on light incidence surface 211aa.
Light incidence surface 211ab of angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 210a is perpendicular to the beam axis
of second light beam [.225. Second light beam 1.225 is per-
pendicularly incident on light incidence surface 211aéb.

Light incidence surface 211a of angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 2105 has two light incidence surfaces
211ac, 211ad. Light incidence surface 211ac faces laser
emission element 201c¢. Light incidence surface 211ad faces
laser emission element 201d. Laser emission element 201c¢ is
rotated counterclockwise about the z-axis by 18 degrees from
the —x-axis direction. Therefore, the beam axis of the second
light beam [.22¢ emitted from laser emission element 201c is
directed in a direction rotated counterclockwise about the
z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. Laser emis-
sion element 2024 is rotated clockwise about the z-axis by 18
degrees from the —x-axis direction. Therefore, the beam axis
of the second light beam [.22d emitted from the laser emis-
sion element 2024 is directed in a direction rotated clockwise
about the z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction.

Light incidence surface 211ac of angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 2105 is perpendicular to the beam
axis of second light beam [.22¢. Second light beam [.22¢ is
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perpendicularly incident on light incidence surface 211ac.
Light incidence surface 211ad of angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 21056 is perpendicular to the beam axis
of second light beam [.224. Second light beam [.224 is per-
pendicularly incident on light incidence surface 211ad.

Light incidence surface 211a of angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 210c¢ has two light incidence surfaces
211ae,2114af. Light incidence surface 211ae faces laser emis-
sion element 201e. Light incidence surface 211af faces laser
emission element 201f. Laser emission element 202¢ is
rotated counterclockwise about the z-axis by 18 degrees from
the —x-axis direction. Therefore, the beam axis of the second
light beam [.22¢ emitted from laser emission element 202¢ is
directed in a direction rotated counterclockwise about the
z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. Laser emis-
sion element 201f7is rotated clockwise about the z-axis by 18
degrees from the —x-axis direction. Therefore, the beam axis
of the second light beam [.22f emitted from laser emission
element 201fis directed in a direction rotated clockwise about
the z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction.

Light incidence surface 211ae of angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 210c¢ is perpendicular to the beam
axis of second light beam [.22¢. Second light beam [.22¢ is
perpendicularly incident on light incidence surface 211ae.
Light incidence surface 211af of angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 210f1s perpendicular to the beam axis of
second light beam [.22f. Second light beam 1.22f'is perpen-
dicularly incident on light incidence surface 211af.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the structure of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210a. As shown in
FIG. 11, angular intensity distribution shaping member 210a
has an optical microstructure 111 on both light incidence
surface 211aa and light incidence surface 211ab. The optical
microstructure 111 operates to change the direction of travel
of incident light by refraction. In the optical microstructure
111, for example, cylindrical side shapes are formed as con-
cave shapes in both light incidence surfaces 211aa and 211ab,
as shown in FIG. 11. The concave shapes of the optical
microstructure 111 are formed at regular intervals in the
y-axis direction. The central axes of the cylinders here are
parallel to the z-axis. The concave shapes shown in FIG. 11
are side shapes cut in planes parallel to planes passing through
the central axes of the cylinders. A cross section of the optical
microstructure 111 in the xy plane has circular arc shapes that
are concave on the side toward the laser emission elements
201a, 2015. A cross section of the light incidence surfaces
211aa, 2111aaq, cut in the zx plane would have a linear shape
extending in the z-axis direction. Angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping members 2105 and 210c¢ have the same shape as
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210a.

In the xy plane, the optical microstructure 111 of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 210 in the second
embodiment has concave circular arc shapes with a radius of
40 um. The circular arc shapes are centered on planes parallel
to the light incidence surfaces 211aa, 211ab, 211ac, 211ad,
211ae, 2114af. The depth of the concave shapes is 20 um. The
spacing of the circular arc shapes is 80 um, which is the
distance between the centers of the circular arcs.

The second light beam [.22 entering light incidence surface
211a is diffused by the optical microstructure 111 when it
enters light incidence surface 211a. Therefore, the full angle
of the angular intensity distribution of the second light beam
122 entering the angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 210 is larger than the full angle of the angular intensity
distribution just after emission from the second light source
201. The second light beam 1.22 travels in random directions.
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The second light beam [.22 emitted from the second light
source 201 has a narrow angular intensity distribution with a
full angle of 35 degrees in the xy plane. The angular intensity
distribution is substantially a Gaussian distribution. After
entering angular intensity distribution shaping member 210a,
the second light beam [.22a emitted from laser emission
element 201a and the second light beam [.2256 emitted from
laser emission element 2015 are additively combined in angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 210a. The light
beam [.22 exiting its light exit surface 211¢ has a light inten-
sity distribution obtained by additively combining the light
intensity distribution of light beam [.22a and the light inten-
sity distribution of light beam 1.224.

After entering angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 2105, the second light beam [.22¢ emitted from laser
emission element 201¢ and the second light beam [.22d emit-
ted from laser emission element 2024 are additively com-
bined in angular intensity distribution shaping member 2105.
The light beam [.22 exiting its light exit surface 211¢ has a
light intensity distribution obtained by additively combining
the light intensity distribution of light beam [.22¢ and the light
intensity distribution of light beam [.224.

After entering the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210c¢, the second light beam [.22¢ emitted from laser
emission element 202e and the second light beam [.22f emit-
ted from laser emission element 201fare additively combined
in angular intensity distribution shaping member 210c. The
light beam [.22 exiting its light exit surface 211c¢ has a light
intensity distribution obtained by additively combining the
light intensity distribution of light beam [.22¢ and the light
intensity distribution of light beam [.22f

For those reasons, the full angle of the angular intensity
distribution of the second light beam [.22 on the light exit
surface 211c¢ is greater than the full angle at emission from the
second light source 201.

More specifically, laser emission element 201a is disposed
adjacent laser emission element 2015. In FIG. 11, laser emis-
sion element 201a is rotated counterclockwise about the
z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. The laser
emission element 2015 is rotated clockwise about the z-axis
by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. Consequently, the
beam axis of second light beam [.22a is directed in a direction
rotated counterclockwise about the z-axis by 18 degrees from
the —x-axis direction. The beam axis of second light beam
1224 is directed in a direction rotated clockwise about the
z-axis by 18 degrees from the —x-axis direction. That is, the
directions ofthe beam axes of the two lightbeams [.224,1.225
are symmetric with respect to the x-axis.

As shown in FIG. 11, the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 210 has adjustment surfaces 211d, 212¢ on
its side surfaces in the y-axis direction for adjusting the angu-
lar intensity distribution. Adjustment surfaces 211d, 212¢
have a concave circular arc shape in the xy plane. Cross
sections cut in the yz plane would have linear shapes extend-
ing in the z-axis direction. Adjustment surface 2114 is formed
in the side surface located in the —y-axis direction from laser
emission element 201a. Of the light flux of second light beam
1224, rays emitted in the —y-axis direction are reflected by
adjustment surface 211d. Adjustment surface 212e is formed
in the side surface located in the +y-axis direction from laser
emission element 2015. Of the light flux of second light beam
1225, light rays emitted in the +y-axis direction are reflected
by adjustment surface 211e.

Without adjustment surfaces 2114, 211e, these light rays
would belong to the peripheral part of the light flux obtained
by additively combining second light beams [.22a and [.225.
These light rays would become peripheral rays in the angular
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intensity distribution at the light exit surface 211c¢ of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210a. These light rays
change their directions of travel by reflection from adjustment
surfaces 211d, 211e. The directions of travel of the light
beams [.22a, 1.225 incident on adjustment surfaces 2114,
212e can be adjusted by adjusting their angles of incidence.
That is, the shape of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam obtained by additively combining second light
beams [.22a and [.225 can be adjusted by changing the shapes
of the adjustment surfaces 211d, 211e. The light beam
obtained by additively combining the second light beams
1224, 1.225 is the light beam that exits the light exit surface
211c. ‘These light rays’ are light rays in the light flux of
second light beam [.22a4 that are emitted in the —y-axis direc-
tion and light rays in the light flux of second light beam 1.226
that are emitted in the +y-axis direction.

The beam axes of the two second light beams 1.22a, [.225
emitted from the adjacent laser emission elements 201a, 2015
are symmetrically inclined with respect to the x-axis. The
beam axis of the angular intensity distribution of the light
beam obtained by additively combining the two second light
beams 1.22a, [.225 is parallel to the x-axis. The full angle of
the angular intensity distribution of the light beam obtained
by additively combining the two second light beams [.22a,
1225 is larger than the full angle before entry to the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210. The full angle of
the angular intensity distribution of the light beams emitted
from laser emission elements 201c¢ and 2024 can also be
increased in the same manner. The full angle of the angular
intensity distribution of the light beams emitted from laser
emission elements 202¢ and 201f'can also be increased in the
same manner.

The adjustment surfaces 211d, 212¢ of angular intensity
distribution shaping member 2104 in the second embodiment
have a concave circular arc shape. Adjustment surface 211d
can redirect light rays on the —y-axis side in second light beam
1224 toward the +y-axis direction. Adjustment surface 212¢
canredirect light rays on the +y-axis side in second light beam
1225 toward the —y-axis direction. As a result, the directions
of'travel of light rays that would become peripheral light rays
of the light beam obtained by additively combining second
light beams 1.22a and 1.225 if the adjustment surfaces 2114,
212e were not provided can be brought closer to the vicinity
of the angular center.

The adjustment surfaces 211d, 212¢ of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 210 in the second embodi-
ment have a concave circular arc shape. However, the present
invention is not limited that shape. For example, the adjust-
ment surfaces 211d, 212¢ may have a convex circular arc
shape or a linear shape. They may also have a shape including
plural arrays of plural concave circular arc shapes. The shapes
of the adjustment surfaces 211d, 212¢ can be changed to
shape the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.22 as required.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 210 in
the second embodiment includes three angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping members 210a, 2105, 210c¢. Angular inten-
sity distribution shaping members 2105, 210c¢ have the same
shapes and functions as angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210a.

Although the angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 210 in the second embodiment includes three angular
intensity distribution shaping members 210q, 2105, 210c¢, the
present invention is not limited to a three-piece structure. The
number of pieces may be increased, provided they are dis-
posed in the longitudinal direction (y-axis direction) of the
light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide
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plate 15. The number of angular intensity distribution shaping
members 210 also increases or decreases depending on fac-
tors such as the number of laser emission elements included in
the second light source 201.

The angular intensity distribution of the second light beam
122 emitted from the second light source 201 is a substan-
tially Gaussian distribution with a narrow full angle in the xy
plane. After passage through the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 210, the angular intensity distribution of the
second light beam 1.22 on the light exit surface 211c¢ has a
shape with a wide full angle. Just after entering the surface
emitting light guide plate 15, the second light beam [.22 has
an angular intensity distribution that substantially approxi-
mates the angular intensity distribution of the first light beam
L.21 just after it enters the surface emitting light guide plate
15.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 210
includes a plate section 221 and a light folding section 222.
The plate section 221 is disposed parallel to the xy plane. The
light folding section 222 has an inclined surface 2115 inclined
by about 45 degrees with respect to the Xy plane. The inclined
surface 2115 is parallel to a plane that passes through the
y-axis and is inclined by about 45 degrees with respect to the
xy plane. The angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 is, for example, a plate member having a thickness of 1
mm. The angular intensity distribution shaping member 210
is made of, for example, a transparent acrylic resin such as
PMMA.

The angle of incidence of the second light beam [.22 with
respect to the inclined surface 21156 is adjusted so that the
whole of the second light beam [.22 is totally reflected by the
inclined surface 21156 of the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 210. Light loss in the second light source
201 is thereby suppressed.

Ifalight beam enters a layer of air having a refractive index
of 1.00 from an acrylic resin member having a refractive
index of 1.49, for example, the critical angle 6t that satisfies
the condition for total reflection is expressed by the formula
(1) below in accordance with Snell’s law.

Or=sin"'(1.00/1.49)~42.16° o)

If the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.22 has a full angle of a., the angle of incidence of the
second light beam [.22 on the inclined surface 2115 is pref-
erably (0t+0/2) or greater.

As shown in FIG. 9, the angular intensity distribution shap-
ing member 210 has a light incidence surface 211a, an
inclined surface 2115, and a light exit surface 211c¢. The light
exit surface 211c faces the reflecting surface 202a of the
cylindrical mirror 202. The inclined surface 2115 is tilted at
an angle of about 45 degrees with respect to the Xy plane. The
inclined surface 21156 changes the direction of travel of the
second light beam [.22 from the —x-axis direction to substan-
tially the +z-axis direction. That is, the second light beam [.22
is reflected by the inclined surface 2115 and changes its
direction of travel to substantially the +z-axis direction.
Reflection ofthe second light beam [.22 occurs because of the
difference in refractive index at the interface between the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210 and the
layer of air.

Thebehavior of the second light beam [.22 viewed in the zx
plane will now be described. The second light beam [.22 is
emitted from the second light source 201. The second light
beam [.22 enters the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210 from the light incidence surface 211a of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210. The sec-
ond light beam [22 is totally reflected at the interface
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between the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 and the air layer and travels in the —x-axis direction in the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 210. When the
second light beam [.22 reaches the inclined surface 2115, it is
reflected by the inclined surface 21156 and changes its direc-
tion of travel to substantially the +z-axis direction. After
changing its direction of travel and exiting through the light
exit surface 211¢, the second light beam [.22 is reflected by
the cylindrical mirror 202 and enters the surface emitting light
guide plate 15 from its light incidence surface 15¢. The cylin-
drical mirror 202 functions as a light-path changing member.

The reflecting surface 202a of the cylindrical mirror 202 is
disposed facing the light exit surface 211¢ of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210. The reflecting
surface 202a of the cylindrical mirror 202 is also disposed
facing the light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15. The cross section of the reflecting surface
202a cut in the xz plane, as shown in FIG. 9, has a circular arc
shape that is concave on the side toward the light incidence
surface 15¢. A cross section of the reflecting surface 202a cut
in the xy plane would have a linear shape extending in the
y-axis direction. The reflecting surface 202« is the reflecting
surface of the cylindrical mirror 202. The cylindrical mirror
202 is a light-path changing member.

In the example shown in FIG. 9, the cylindrical mirror 202
in the second embodiment has the shape of one quarter of an
elliptic cylinder with an eccentricity of 0.47. The long axis of
the ellipse is parallel to the x-axis. The concave surface of the
cylindrical mirror 202 is the reflecting surface 202a. The
reflecting surface 2024 may have a shape of'a 1/n-th part of a
cylinder divided into n equal parts (n being a number larger
than 1) by planes passing through the axis of the cylinder
(which is an axis parallel to the y-axis).

The reflecting surface 202a of the cylindrical mirror 202
has a metal layer that reflects light. The tangential direction of
the reflecting surface 202a varies with position on the reflect-
ing surface 202a. Therefore, when a light flux (a bundle of
light rays, light having size) is incident on the reflecting
surface 202a, each light ray is reflected at a different exit
angle, depending on its position of incidence.

The base material of the cylindrical mirror 202 is acrylic
resin (such as PMMA). The reflecting surface 2024 is alumi-
nized by evaporation. The material and shape of the cylindri-
cal mirror 202 are not confined to this example, however. For
example, the base material may be a different resin or a metal
material of high workability. The metal film deposited on the
reflecting surface 202a may be a film of another metal mate-
rial with high reflectivity, such as silver or gold.

Viewed in the zx plane, the second light beam 1.22 propa-
gating in the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 travels in the —x-axis direction by total reflection from the
light exit surface 211¢ and surface 211f. Surface 211fis the
surface opposite the light exit surface 211c¢. The light exit
surface 211¢ and the opposite surface 211f are mutually par-
allel. The beam axis of the second light beam [.22 is parallel
to those surfaces. “Those surfaces’ are the light exit surface
211c and surface 211f

Accordingly, the angular intensity distribution of the sec-
ond light beam [.22 propagating in the angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping member 210 is preserved. This means that
the angular intensity distribution in the zx plane of the second
light beam [.22 exiting the light exit surface 211c¢ is the same
as the angular intensity distribution in the zx plane of the
second light beam 1.22 just after emission from the second
light source 201. After exiting the light exit surface 211c, the
second light beam 1.22 strikes the cylindrical mirror 202, is
reflected by the reflecting surface 202aq, and redirects its
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direction of travel toward the light incidence surface 15¢ of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15 (roughly in the
+x-axis direction).

The first light beam [.21 emitted from the first light source
18 enters the surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its
light incidence surface 15¢. Similarly, the second light beam
122 emitted from the second light source 201 enters the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence
surface 15¢. The first light beam [.21 is emitted from the first
light source 18 toward the light incidence surface 15¢ sub-
stantially in the +x-axis direction (toward the right in FIG. 9).
The beam axis of the first light beam [.21 is now approxi-
mately parallel to the reference plane (xy plane in FIG. 9) of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15.

The second light beam .22 propagates in the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 210, is reflected by the
reflecting surface 202a ofthe cylindrical mirror 202, and exits
toward the light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting
light guide plate 15. The cylindrical mirror 202 has the fol-
lowing two functions here. Its first function, viewed in the zx
plane, is to tilt the beam axis of the second light beam [.22 at
an arbitrary angle with respect to the reference plane of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15. The reference plane is
the xy plane in FIG. 9. The second function is to change the
shape of the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.22, viewed in the zx plane, to an arbitrary shape. The
7x plane is perpendicular to the reference plane of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15. A plane parallel to the zx plane
will be referred to below as a plane in the thickness direction
of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. Here, the axis of
the principal ray is the axis of a ray directed in the angular
direction of a weighted mean of the angular intensity distri-
bution in an arbitrary plane.

After being reflected by the cylindrical mirror 202, the
second light beam [.22 enters the surface emitting light guide
plate 15. Viewed in the zx plane, the beam axis of the second
light beam 1.22 is inclined at an arbitrary angle with respect to
the reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate
15. The second light beam 1.22 retains this angle as it propa-
gates in the mixing region 15¢ in the +x-axis direction.

Viewed in the zx plane, the second light beam .22 propa-
gates by reflection from the front surface 154 and back sur-
face 1556 of the mixing region 15¢. While propagating, the
second light beam [.22 now diverges at its own divergence
angle. Accordingly, viewed in the zx plane, the front surface
15a and back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 fold the second light beam [.22. The folded second
light beam [.22 folds onto itself. The light flux of the second
light beam [.22 becomes a flux having a diameter equal to the
thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.

This causes the angular intensity distribution in the zx
plane of the second light beam [.22 exiting from the mixing
region 15¢ into region 15f'to have a distribution shape that
additively combines the angular intensity distribution of the
second light beam [.22 when it enters the mixing region 15¢
and the symmetric reflection of this distribution with respect
to the reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate
15.

The first light beam [.21 emitted from the first light source
18 enters the surface emitting light guide plate 15 without
changing its angular intensity distribution. Just after entering
the surface emitting light guide plate 15, the first light beam
[21 has a wide angular intensity distribution. The second
light beam .22 emitted from the second light source 201 has
a narrower angular intensity distribution than the first light
beam [.21. Ifboth a first light beam [.21 having a wide angular
intensity distribution and a second light beam [.22 having a
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narrow angular intensity distribution were to enter the surface
emitting light guide plate 15, the difference between the
angular intensity distributions of the two light beams [.21,
122 of different types would increase in the surface emitting
light guide plate 15.

By means of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210, however, the surface light source device 200 in
the second embodiment can give the angular intensity distri-
bution of the second light beam [.22 viewed in the xy plane
substantially the same shape as the angular intensity distribu-
tion of the first light beam [.21. The surface light source
device 200 in the second embodiment can also give the angu-
lar intensity distribution of the second light beam [.22 viewed
in the zx plane substantially the same shape as the angular
intensity distribution of the first light beam [.21 by means of
the cylindrical mirror 202 and the mixing region 15e.

The first light beam [.21 emitted from the first light source
18 is, for example, a blue-green light beam. The second light
beam [.22 emitted from the second light source 201 is, for
example, a red light beam. The first light beam [.21 enters the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence
surface 15¢. The second light beam [.22 enters the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence surface
15¢. The function of the mixing region 15e is to mix the first
light beam [.21 and the second light beam 1.22. The two light
beams .21, 1.22 of different types are mixed together while
they propagate in the mixing region 15¢, and become a mixed
light beam [.23. The mixed light beam [.23 is, for example, a
white light beam. The mixing region 15e is disposed in the
vicinity of the light incidence surface 15¢.

The mixed light beam [.23 is converted to illumination
light 1.24 by the optical microelements 16 disposed on the
back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.
The illumination light .24 travels substantially in the +z-axis
direction toward the back surface 1156 of the liquid crystal
panel 11. The illumination light 1.24 passes through the sec-
ond optical sheet 13 and the first optical sheet 12 and illumi-
nates the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11. The
function of the first optical sheet 12 is to direct the illumina-
tion light [.24 exiting the front surface 15a of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 toward the back surface 115 of
the liquid crystal panel 11. The function of the second optical
sheet 13 is to suppress optical effects such as minute illumi-
nation irregularities due to the illumination light [.24.

The light reflecting sheet 17 is disposed facing the back
surface 1556 of' the surface emitting light guide plate 15. Of the
light in the mixed light beam [.23, light exiting the back
surface 156 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 is
reflected by the light reflecting sheet 17 and travels toward the
back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.
That light then passes through the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 and exits from its front surface 154 toward the back
surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11 as illumination light
[.24. Of the light rays in the mixed light beam [.23, the light
rays encountering the optical microelements 16 also exit as
illumination light 1.24.

Although the inclined surface 2115 of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 210 is inclined by an angle of
about 45 degrees with respect to the xy plane in the descrip-
tion given above, the present invention is not limited to this
angle. The angle of incidence ofthe second light beam 1.22 on
the inclined surface 2115 is set by the total reflection condi-
tion. The total reflection condition is obtained from the criti-
cal angle 6t and the half angle of the angular intensity distri-
bution of the second light beam [.22.

To optimize the light path of the second light beam [.22, the
angle of inclination of the inclined surface 2115 may be
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changed in accordance with the positional relationships
among components such as the light exit surface 211¢, cylin-
drical mirror 202, surface emitting light guide plate 15, and
inclined surface 2115. Alternatively, the location and shape of
the cylindrical mirror 202 may be changed to optimize the
light path of the second light beam [.22, instead of changing
the angle of inclination of the inclined surface 2114.

The adjustment of the angle of inclination of the inclined
surface 2115 or the location of the cylindrical mirror 202 is
carried out for the following three purposes. The first purpose
is to couple the second light beam [.22 efficiently into the
cylindrical mirror 202 and surface emitting light guide plate
15. The second purpose is to tilt the beam axis that the second
light beam [.22 has just after entering the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 so that it is at an arbitrary angle to the
reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate 15, as
viewed in the zx plane. The third purpose is to provide the
second light beam [.22, just after it enters the surface emitting
light guide plate 15, with an arbitrary angular intensity dis-
tribution, as viewed in the zx plane.

The positional and other relationships between the second
light source 201 and the cylindrical mirror 202 are set accord-
ing to the angular intensity distribution of the second light
beam [.22, the size (diameter) of the light flux of the second
light beam [.22, the curvature of the cylindrical mirror 202,
the thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15, and
so on. The positional and other relationships between the
cylindrical mirror 202 and the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 are set according to the angular intensity distribution
of'the second light beam [.22, the size (diameter) of the light
flux of the second light beam [.22, the curvature of the cylin-
drical mirror 202, the thickness of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15, and so on. Accordingly, the positional and
other relationships among the members must be optimized
when a condition changes. ‘Positional and other relation-
ships’ means the relationships among components which
determine the light path of the light beam, such as the loca-
tions of the components and the inclinations of their reflecting
surfaces.

In FIG. 9, the angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 210 is disposed parallel to the surface emitting light guide
plate 15. The second light beam [.22 exits the second light
source 201 in a direction parallel to the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. However, the present invention is not limited
to this configuration.

Inthe surface light source device 300 shown in FIG. 12, for
example, the light incidence surface 211a of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 is positioned at a
distance from the light reflecting sheet 17. That is, the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 is tilted away from
the xy plane. The exit surface 211c¢ of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 210 can then be disposed in the
vicinity of the cylindrical mirror 202 even if the second light
source 201 and its peripheral members are large. This makes
it possible to mitigate the light loss that may occur in the
interval until the second light beam .22 that has left the exit
surface 211¢ reaches the cylindrical mirror 202. The periph-
eral members of the second light source 201 are, for example,
its fixture members and the like.

When the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 is tilted at an angle with respect to the surface emitting
light guide plate 15, the second light source 201 is positioned
in such a way that the beam axis of the second light beam .22
parallels the light exit surface 211¢ and surface 211f. This
makes it easy to control the light reflection angle in the light
folding section 222. It will be appreciated that the second
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light source 201 is disposed facing the light incidence surface
211a of the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210.

The angle of inclination of the inclined surface 2115 is
determined by consideration of the following three require-
ments. The first requirement is the direction of the beam axis
of'the second light beam .22 exiting the light folding section
222, with respect to the direction of the beam axis of the
second light beam [.22 entering the light folding section 222.
The second requirement is the direction of the beam axis of
the second light beam [.22 exiting the cylindrical mirror 202,
with respect to the direction of the beam axis of the second
light beam .22 entering the cylindrical mirror 202. The third
requirement is that the second light beam 1.22 incident on the
inclined surface 2115 must satisfy the condition for total
reflection at the inclined surface 2115. By specifying an angle
between the beam axis of the second light beam .22 and the
inclined surface 2115 that satisfies these three requirements,
light loss at the inclined surface 2115 can be suppressed.

Making the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 in the second embodiment thinner can lead to a reduction
in the size of the cylindrical mirror 202. The reason is that the
thickness of the line of light exiting the inclined surface 2116
is reduced. Making the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210 thinner can also lead to a reduction in the thick-
ness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The reason is
that the dimension of the cylindrical mirror 202 in the z-axis
direction is reduced. Accordingly, use of a thin angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 210 is preferred. However,
since the reduced thickness decreases the rigidity of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 210, the thickness
reduction is preferably kept within a range such that the
rigidity of the angular intensity distribution shaping member
210 does not become too low.

While the second light beam .22 that exits the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 toward the cylin-
drical mirror 202 is travelling in the angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 210, it becomes a line of light having
a light flux diameter equal to the thickness of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210 in the zx plane.

The second light beam 1.22 travels in the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 210 in the —x-axis direction by
reflection between two surfaces, the light exit surface 211c
and surface 211f. Surface 211f faces the light exit surface
211c. The light exit surface 211c¢ is parallel to surface 211f.
The beam axis of the second light beam [.22 is parallel to
these two surfaces, the light exit surface 211¢ and surface
2111

The second light beam [.22 exiting the light exit surface
211c is therefore a light beam having substantially the same
angular intensity distribution as the angular intensity distri-
bution it had just after exiting the second light source 201. The
second light beam [.22 exiting the light exit surface 211¢ can
be regarded as a secondary light source that exits the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 210.

The cross section of the reflecting surface 202a of the
cylindrical mirror 202 in the zx plane has a concave circular
arc shape. This being the case, the angles between tangents to
the circular arc shape of the reflecting surface 202a and the
rays constituting the light flux of the second light beam [.22
take a range of values. That is, the reflecting surface 2024 has
the effect of spreading the parallel light. Accordingly, the
surface light source devices 200 and 300 in the second
embodiment can widen the full angle of the angular intensity
distribution of the second light beam .22 by means of the
cylindrical mirror 202.
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The separated angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
bers 210a, 2104, 210c¢ in the second embodiment are also
effective during local lighting control, which will be
described below in the third embodiment. The angular inten-
sity distribution of the second light beam [.22 viewed in the xy
plane can be finely adjusted by the angular intensity distribu-
tion shaping member 210. Accordingly, planar brightness
irregularity and color irregularity in the planer illumination
light 1.24 can be suppressed during local lighting control.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 13 is a diagram schematically showing the structure
of'a liquid crystal display device 3 (including a surface light
source device 400) according to a third embodiment. The
surface light source device 400 according to the third embodi-
ment includes, instead of the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 210 in the second embodiment, an angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310 of a different
shape. Components identical to components shown in FIG. 1
in the first embodiment or FIG. 9 in the second embodiment
will be denoted by the same reference characters, and descrip-
tions of those components will be omitted. Of the components
of the third embodiment shown in FIG. 13, the identical
components are the liquid crystal panel 11, optical sheets 12,
13, surface emitting light guide plate 15, optical microele-
ments 16, light reflecting sheet 17, first light source 18, and
cylindrical mirror 202.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing the structure of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310 in the third
embodiment, viewed from the +z-axis direction. As shown in
FIG. 14, the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310 includes three angular intensity distribution shaping
members 310a, 3105, 310¢ aligned in the y-axis direction.
The angular intensity distribution shaping members 310a,
3105, 310c have identical shapes. FI1G. 15 is a diagram show-
ing the structure of angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310a, viewed from the +z-axis direction.

Recently, technology that combines local lighting control
of a backlight with the image has been widely deployed for
the purposes of reducing the power consumption of liquid
crystal display devices and improving their stereoscopic dis-
play performance. Local lighting control of a backlight con-
sists in turning on the planar light emitted from a surface light
source included in the liquid crystal display device in only
parts of the plane. In a side lit device, the light sources dis-
posed facing the side of the light guide plate are divided into
several groups, and the lighting of each group is controlled.
This changes the planar brightness distribution of the illumi-
nation light exiting the surface emitting light guide plate.

If local lighting control turns on only some of the light
sources to make the planar illumination light illuminate the xy
plane locally, the angular intensity distributions of the light
beams entering the surface emitting light guide plate are
approximately projected into the planar brightness distribu-
tion of the illumination light. More specifically, the planar
brightness distribution of the illumination light spreads in the
xy plane from the light incidence surface toward the side
opposite the light incidence surface at angles substantially
equal to the angles of the angular intensity distributions of the
light beams. The light incidence surface is a side of the sur-
face emitting light guide plate 15 facing the light sources that
are turned on. Accordingly, if there is only one type of light
beam, then during local lighting control, the illumination
light has brightness irregularities in the xy plane. If there is a
difference in angular intensity distribution between two types
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oflight beams with different colors, then during local lighting
control, the illumination light has color irregularities in the xy
plane.

In the surface light source device 400 in the third embodi-
ment, however, the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310 has adjustment surfaces 311d, 311e. With the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310, the sur-
face light source device 400 in the third embodiment can very
finely adjust the angular intensity distribution, viewed in the
xy plane, of the second light beam [.32. Accordingly, planar
brightness irregularity and color irregularity in the planar
illumination light I.34 can be suppressed during local lighting
control.

In the surface light source device 400 in the third embodi-
ment, the angular intensity distribution shaping member 310
can fashion the angular intensity distribution of the second
light beam 1.32 viewed in the xy plane into almost the same
shape as the angular intensity distribution of the first light
beam [.31. In particular, the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310 in the surface light source device 400 in
the third embodiment has adjustment surfaces 311d, 311e.
These surfaces make it possible to adjust the angular intensity
distribution of the light beam 1.32 in the xy plane very finely
and make it approximate the angular intensity distribution of
the light beam [.31. Accordingly, planar color irregularities in
the planar illumination light [.34 can be suppressed during
local lighting control. ‘Planar color irregularities’ are color
irregularities in positions expressed in an arbitrary two-di-
mensional plane. In the third embodiment, the arbitrary plane
is the xy plane.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 is
disposed parallel to the xy plane. The angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping member 310 is a plate member. For
example, the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310is a plate member having a thickness of 1 mm. Its dimen-
sions are 70 mm in the x-axis direction and 85 mm in the
y-axis direction. The angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310 is made of a transparent acrylic resin such as
PMMA.

As shown in FIG. 14, the light incidence surface 311aa of
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310a faces
laser emission elements 301a, 3015. A second light beam
L32a is emitted from laser emission element 301a. A second
light beam .32 is emitted from laser emission element 3015.
The beam axis of second light beam 1.32a is approximately
parallel to the x-axis. The beam axis of second light beam
1325 is approximately parallel to the x-axis.

The light incidence surface 311ab of angular intensity
distribution shaping member 3105 faces laser emission ele-
ments 3101¢, 301d. A second light beam [.32¢ is emitted from
laser emission element 301c. A second light beam 1.324 is
emitted from laser emission element 301d. The beam axis of
second light beam [32¢ is approximately parallel to the
x-axis. The beam axis of second light beam 1.324 is approxi-
mately parallel to the x-axis.

The light incidence surface 311ac of angular intensity dis-
tribution shaping member 310c¢ faces laser emission elements
301e, 301f. A second light beam [.32¢ is emitted from laser
emission element 301e. A second light beam 1.32fis emitted
from laser emission element 301f. The beam axis of second
light beam 1.32¢ is approximately parallel to the x-axis. The
beam axis of second light beam [.32fis approximately paral-
lel to the x-axis.

The beam axis here is an axis whose angular direction is a
weighted mean of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam in an arbitrary plane. The weighted mean angle can
be found by taking a mean of angles weighted according to
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their light intensity. If the position of peak light intensity is not
centered in the angular intensity distribution, the beam axis
angle is not at the position of peak light intensity. The beam
axis angle is at the position of the areal centroid of the angular
intensity distribution.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing the structure of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310a. As shown in
FIG. 15, angular intensity distribution shaping member 310a
has an optical microstructure 333 on its light incidence sur-
face 311aa. The optical microstructure 333 operates to
change the direction of travel of incident light by refraction.
In the optical microstructure 333, for example, cylindrical
side shapes are formed as concave shapes in light incidence
surface 311a, as shown in FIG. 15. The concave shapes of the
optical microstructure 333 are formed at regular intervals in
the y-axis direction. The central axes of the cylinders here are
parallel to the z-axis. The concave shapes shown in FIG. 15
are side shapes cut in a plane parallel to a plane passing
through the central axes of the cylinders. A cross section of
the optical microstructure 333 cut in the Xy plane has circular
arc shapes that are concave on the side toward the laser
emission elements 301a, 3015. A cross section of the light
incidence surface 311aa cut in the zx plane would have a
linear shape extending in the z-axis direction. Angular inten-
sity distribution shaping members 3105, 310c¢ have the same
shape as angular intensity distribution shaping member 310a.

In the xy plane, the optical microstructure 333 of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 310 in the third
embodiment has concave circular arc shapes with a radius of
40 pum. The circular arc shapes are centered on a plane parallel
to the light incidence surfaces 311aa, 311ab, 3110ac. The
depth of the concave shapes is 20 um. The spacing of the
circular arc shapes is 80 um, which is the distance between the
centers of the circular arcs.

The second light beam .32 entering the light incidence
surface 311q is diffused by the optical microstructure 333
when it enters the light incidence surface 311a. Therefore, the
full angle of the angular intensity distribution of the second
light beam [.32 entering the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310 is larger than the full angle of the angu-
lar intensity distribution just after emission from the second
light source 301. The second light beam [.32 travels in ran-
dom directions. Angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 310 represents angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310a, angular intensity distribution shaping member
3105, and angular intensity distribution shaping member
310c¢ collectively. Light incidence surface 311a represents
light incidence surface 311aa, light incidence surface 311ab,
and light incidence surface 311ac collectively. Second light
beam [.32 represents second light beam [.324, second light
beam 1324, second light beam [32¢, second light beam
1324, second light beam [.32¢, and second light beam 1.32f
collectively.

The second light beam [.32 emitted from the second light
source 301 has a narrow angular intensity distribution with a
full angle of 35 degrees in the xy plane. The angular intensity
distribution is substantially a Gaussian distribution. Second
light beam [.32a is additively combined with second light
beam [.325 in angular intensity distribution shaping member
310a. Second light beam [.324 is emitted from laser emission
element 301qa. Second light beam 1.325 is emitted from laser
emission element 3015. Both second light beam [.324 and
second light beam [.325 enter angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310aq.

Second light beam 1.32¢ is additively combined with sec-
ond light beam [.32d in angular intensity distribution shaping
member 3105. Second light beam 1.32¢ is emitted from laser



US 9,103,950 B2

33

emission element 301c. Second light beam [.324 is emitted
from laser emission element 3014. Both second light beam
L.32¢ and second light beam [.32d enter angular intensity
distribution shaping member 3105.

Second light beam [.32¢ is additively combined with sec-
ond light beam [.32fin angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310c. Second light beam [.32¢ is emitted from laser
emission element 301e. Second light beam 1.32f'is emitted
from laser emission element 301/. Both second light beam
[.32¢ and second light beam [.32f enter angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310c.

As shown in FIG. 15, angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310a has adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ on its side
surfaces in the y-axis direction for adjusting the angular inten-
sity distribution. Adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ have a con-
cave circular arc shape in the xy plane. Cross sections cut in
the yz plane would have linear shapes extending in the z-axis
direction. Since angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
bers 3105, 310¢ have the same shape as angular intensity
distribution shaping member 3104, they also have adjustment
surfaces 3114, 311e.

In angular intensity distribution shaping member 310a,
adjustment surface 312d is formed in the side surface located
in the —y-axis direction from laser emission element 301a. Of
the light flux of second light beam [.32a, rays emitted in the
-y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment surface 3114.
Adjustment surface 312¢ is formed in the side surface located
in the +y-axis direction from laser emission element 30156. Of
the light flux of second light beam 1.324, light rays emitted in
the +y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment surface
311e.

Without adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e, these light rays
would belong to the peripheral part of the light flux obtained
by additively combining second light beams [.32a and [.325.
These light rays would become peripheral rays in the angular
intensity distribution at the light exit surface 311c¢ of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310a. These light rays
change their directions of travel by reflection from adjustment
surfaces 311d, 311e. The directions of travel of the light
beams [.32a, [.325 incident on adjustment surfaces 3114,
312e¢ can be adjusted by adjusting their angles of incidence.
That is, the shape of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam obtained by additively combining second light
beams [.32a and [.3256 can be adjusted by changing the shapes
of the adjustment surfaces 311d, 311e. The light beam
obtained by additively combining the second light beams
L.32a, .325 is the light beam that exits the light exit surface
311c. ‘These light rays’ are light rays of the light flux of
second light beam [.32a that are emitted in the —y-axis direc-
tion and light rays of the light flux of second light beam [.326
that are emitted in the +y-axis direction.

In angular intensity distribution shaping member 3105,
adjustment surface 312d is formed in the side surface located
in the —y-axis direction from laser emission element 301¢. Of
the light flux of second light beam [.32¢, light rays emitted in
the —y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment surface
311d. Adjustment surface 312¢ is formed in the side surface
located in the +y-axis direction from laser emission element
301d. Of the light flux of second light beam [.32d, light rays
emitted in the +y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment
surface 311e.

Without adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e, these light rays
would belong to the peripheral part of the light flux obtained
by additively combining second light beams [.32¢ and [.324.
These light rays would become peripheral rays in the angular
intensity distribution at the light exit surface 311c¢ of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 3105. These light rays
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change their directions of travel by reflection from adjustment
surfaces 311d, 311e. The directions of travel of the light
beams [.32¢, 1324 incident on adjustment surfaces 3114,
312e can be adjusted by adjusting their angles of incidence.
That is, the shape of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam obtained by additively combining second light
beams [.32¢ and 1.32d can be adjusted by changing the shapes
of adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e. The light beam obtained
by additively combining the second light beams [.32¢, [.32d
is the light beam that exits the light exit surface 311c. ‘These
light rays’ are light rays of the light flux of second light beam
[.32¢ that are emitted in the —y-axis direction and light rays of
the light flux of second light beam [.32d that are emitted in the
+y-axis direction.

In angular intensity distribution shaping member 310c¢,
adjustment surface 312d is formed in the side surface located
in the —y-axis direction from laser emission element 301e. Of
the light flux of second light beam [.32e, light rays emitted in
the —y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment surface
311d. Adjustment surface 312e¢ is formed in the side surface
located in the +y-axis direction from laser emission element
301f. Of the light flux of second light beam 1.32f; light rays
emitted in the +y-axis direction are reflected by adjustment
surface 311e.

Without adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e, these light rays
would belong to the peripheral part of the light flux obtained
by additively combining second light beams [.32¢ and [.32f.
These light rays would become peripheral rays in the angular
intensity distribution at the light exit surface 311¢ of angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310c. These light rays
change their directions of travel by reflection from adjustment
surfaces 311d, 311e. The directions of travel of the light
beams [.32¢, [.32f incident on adjustment surfaces 3114,
312e can be adjusted by adjusting their angles of incidence.
That is, the shape of the angular intensity distribution of the
light beam obtained by additively combining second light
beams [.32¢ and [.32f'can be adjusted by changing the shapes
of the adjustment surfaces 311d, 311e. The light beam
obtained by additively combining the second light beams
L.32¢, 1.32f'is the light beam that exits the light exit surface
311c. ‘These light rays’ are light rays in the light flux of
second light beam [.32¢ that are emitted in the —y-axis direc-
tion and light rays in the light flux of second light beam [.32f
that are emitted in the +y-axis direction.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 in the third embodi-
ment have a concave circular arc shape, as described above.
Adjustment surfaces 3124 can redirect light rays on the
-y-axis side in second light beams [.324, [.32¢, [.32¢ toward
the +y-axis direction. Adjustment surfaces 312¢ can redirect
light rays on the +y-axis side in second light beams 1.325,
L.32d, 1.32f toward the -y-axis direction. As a result, the
directions of travel of light rays that would become peripheral
light rays of the light beam obtained by additively combining
second light beams [.32a and 1.325 if the adjustment surfaces
311d, 312e were not provided can be brought closer to the
vicinity of the angular center. The directions of travel of light
rays that would become peripheral light rays of the light beam
obtained by additively combining second light beams [.32¢
and [.324 can be brought closer to the vicinity of the angular
center. The directions of travel of light rays that would
become peripheral light rays of the light beam obtained by
additively combining second light beams [.32¢ and 1.32f can
be brought closer to the vicinity of the angular center.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 in the third embodi-
ment have a concave circular arc shape. However, the present
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invention is not limited that shape. For example, the adjust-
ment surfaces 311d, 312¢ may have a convex circular arc
shape or a linear shape. They may also have an array of
concave circular arc shapes. The shapes of the adjustment
surfaces 311d, 312¢ can be changed to shape the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam 132 as
required.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 in
the third embodiment includes three angular intensity distri-
bution shaping members 310a, 3105, 310c. Angular intensity
distribution shaping members 3105, 310c¢ have the same
shapes and functions as angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310a.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 in
the third embodiment includes three angular intensity distri-
bution shaping members 310a, 3105, 310c¢, but the present
invention is not limited to a three-piece structure. The number
of pieces may be increased, provided they are disposed in the
longitudinal direction (y-axis direction) of the light incidence
surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The
number of angular intensity distribution shaping members
310 also increases or decreases depending on factors such as
the number of laser emission elements included in the second
light source 301.

The angular intensity distribution of the second light beam
.32 emitted from the second light source 301 is adjusted in
the xy plane when it passes through the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310. The angular intensity dis-
tribution of the second light beam .32 exiting the light exit
surface 311c¢ can be shaped as required by optimizing the
shapes of the adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310. The light exit
surface 311c¢ is the light exit surface of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310.

The shapes of the adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 in the
third embodiment are optimized so that the angular intensity
distribution of the second light beam [.32 just after entering
the surface emitting light guide plate 15 substantially
approximates the angular intensity distribution of the first
light beam 131 just after it enters the surface emitting light
guide plate 15.

As shown in FIG. 13, the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310 has a light incidence surface 311a, an
inclined surface 3115, and a light exit surface 311c¢. The light
exit surface 311c faces the reflecting surface 202a of the
cylindrical mirror 202. The inclined surface 3115 is tilted at
an angle of about 45 degrees with respect to the Xy plane. The
inclined surface 3115 changes the direction of travel of the
second light beam [.32 from the —x-axis direction to substan-
tially the +z-axis direction. That is, the second light beam [.32
is reflected by the inclined surface 3115 and changes its
direction of travel to substantially the +z-axis direction.
Reflection ofthe second light beam [.32 occurs because of the
difference in refractive index at the interface between the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 and the
layer of air.

The behavior of the second light beam [.32 viewed in the zx
plane will now be described. The second light beam 132 is
emitted from the second light source 301. The second light
beam [.32 enters the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310 from the light incidence surface 311a of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310. The sec-
ond light beam [.32 is totally reflected by the interface
between the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310 and the air layer and travels in the —x-axis direction in the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310. When the
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second light beam [.32 reaches the inclined surface 3115, it is
reflected by the inclined surface 31156 and changes its direc-
tion of travel to substantially the +z-axis direction. After
changing its direction of travel and exiting through the light
exit surface 311¢, the second light beam [.32 is reflected by
the cylindrical mirror 202 and enters the surface emitting light
guide plate 15 from its light incidence surface 15¢. The cylin-
drical mirror 202 functions as a light-path changing member.

Viewed in the zx plane, the second light beam [.32 travel-
ing in the angular intensity distribution shaping member 310
travels in the —x-axis direction by total reflection from the
light exit surface 311¢ and the surface 311fopposite the light
exit surface 311¢. The light exit surface 311¢ and the opposite
surface 311f are parallel. The beam axis of the second light
beam [.32 is parallel to those surfaces. Accordingly, the angu-
lar intensity distribution of the second light beam .32 propa-
gating in the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310 is preserved. This means that the angular intensity distri-
bution in the zx plane of the second light beam [.32 exiting the
light exit surface 311c is the same as the angular intensity
distribution in the zx plane of the second light beam [.32 just
after emission from the second light source 301. After exiting
the light exit surface 311c, the second light beam .32 strikes
the cylindrical mirror 302, is reflected by the reflecting sur-
face 302a, and redirects its direction of travel toward the light
incidence surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate
15 (roughly in the +x-axis direction).

The first light beam [.31 emitted from the first light source
19 enters the surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its
light incidence surface 15¢. Similarly, the second light beam
.32 emitted from the second light source 301 enters the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence
surface 15¢. The first light beam [.31 is emitted from the first
light source 19 toward the light incidence surface 15¢ sub-
stantially in the +x-axis direction (toward the right in FIG.
13). The beam axis of the first light beam [.31 is now approxi-
mately parallel to the reference plane (xy plane in FIG. 13) of
the surface emitting light guide plate 15.

The second light beam .32 propagates in the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 and is reflected by the
reflecting surface 202a of the cylindrical mirror 202. The
second light beam [.32 then travels toward the light incidence
surface 15¢ of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The
cylindrical mirror 202 has the following two functions here.
Its first function, viewed in the zx plane, is to tilt the beam axis
of'the second light beam [.32 at an arbitrary angle with respect
to the reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate
15. The reference plane is the Xy plane in FIG. 13. The second
function is to change the shape of the angular intensity dis-
tribution of the second light beam .32, viewed in the zx plane,
to an arbitrary shape. The zx plane is perpendicular to the
reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. A
plane parallel to the zx plane will be referred to below as a
plane in the thickness direction of the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. Here, the axis of the principal ray is the axis of
a ray directed in the angular direction of a weighted mean of
the angular intensity distribution in an arbitrary plane.

After being reflected by the cylindrical mirror 202, the
second light beam [.32 enters the surface emitting light guide
plate 15. Viewed in the zx plane, the beam axis of the second
light beam 1.32 is inclined at an arbitrary angle with respect to
the reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate
15. The second light beam 1.32 retains this angle as it propa-
gates in the mixing region 15¢ in the +x-axis direction.

Viewed in the zx plane, the second light beam [.32 propa-
gates by reflection from the front surface 154 and back sur-
face 1556 of the mixing region 15¢. While propagating, the
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second light beam .22 now diverges at its own divergence
angle. Accordingly, viewed in the zx plane, the front surface
15a and back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 fold the second light beam [.32. The folded second
light beam [.32 folds onto itself. The light flux of the second
light beam [.32 becomes a flux having a diameter equal to the
thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.

This causes the angular intensity distribution in the zx
plane of the second light beam [.32 exiting from the mixing
region 15¢ into region 15f'to have a distribution shape that
additively combines the angular intensity distribution of the
second light beam [.32 when it enters the mixing region 15¢
and the symmetric reflection of this distribution with respect
to the reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate
15.

The first light beam [.31 emitted from the first light source
19 is, for example, a blue-green light beam. The second light
beam [.32 emitted from the second light source 301 is, for
example, a red light beam. The first light beam [.31 enters the
surface emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence
surface 15¢. The second light beam .32 enters the surface
emitting light guide plate 15 from its light incidence surface
15¢. The function of the mixing region 15e is to mix the first
light beam [.31 and the second light beam 1.32. The two light
beams .31, .32 of different types are mixed together while
they propagate in the mixing region 15¢, and become a mixed
light beam [.33. The mixed light beam .33 is, for example, a
white light beam. The mixing region 15e is disposed in the
vicinity of the light incidence surface 15¢.

The mixed light beam [.33 is converted to illumination
light 1.34 by the optical microelements 16. The optical micro-
elements 16 are disposed on the back surface 155 of the
surface emitting light guide plate 15. The illumination light
134 travels substantially in the +z-axis direction toward the
back surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11. The illumina-
tion light .34 passes through the second optical sheet 13 and
the first optical sheet 12 and illuminates the back surface 114
of'the liquid crystal panel 11. The function of the first optical
sheet 12 is to direct the illumination light [.34 exiting the front
surface 15a of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 toward
the back surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11. The func-
tion of the second optical sheet 13 is to suppress optical
effects such as minute illumination irregularities due to the
illumination light 1.34.

If'the two light beams 1.31, 1.32 of different types entering
the surface emitting light guide plate 15 had different angular
intensity distributions, the two corresponding types of planar
light generated by the surface emitting light guide plate 15
would have different planar brightness distributions. The pla-
nar brightness distribution is the brightness distribution in the
xy plane in FIG. 13. Accordingly, if light beam .31 is blue-
green and light beam [.32 is red, the planar illumination light
.34 would have color irregularities in the xy plane. The
illumination light [.34 is planar light generated by the two
light beams 1.31, [.32.

By means of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310, however, the surface light source device 400 in
the third embodiment can give the angular intensity distribu-
tion of the second light beam [.32 viewed in the xy plane
substantially the same shape as the angular intensity distribu-
tion of the first light beam [.31. The surface light source
device 400 in the third embodiment can also give the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam [.32 viewed in
the zx plane substantially the same shape as the angular
intensity distribution of the first light beam [.31 by means of
the cylindrical mirror 202 and the mixing region 15¢. There-
fore, in-plane color irregularities in the planar illumination
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light [.34 can be suppressed. In particular, the surface light
source device 400 in the third embodiment provides adjust-
ment surfaces 311d, 312¢ in the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310. These make it possible to adjust the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam .32 in the xy
plane very finely to make it approximate the angular intensity
distribution of the light beam [.31. It is therefore more effec-
tive in suppressing color irregularities. ‘Planar color irregu-
larities’ are color irregularities in positions expressed two-
dimensionally in an arbitrary plane. In the third embodiment,
the plane is the xy plane.

When only some of the light sources are turned on by local
lighting control to make the planar illumination light 1.34
illuminate the Xy plane locally, the angular intensity distribu-
tions of the light beams 1.31, .32 entering the surface emit-
ting light guide plate 15 are approximately projected into the
planar brightness distribution of the illumination light 1.34.
More specifically, the planar brightness distribution of the
illumination light [.34 spreads in the xy plane from the light
incidence surface 15¢ toward side surface 154 at angles sub-
stantially equal to the angles of the angular intensity distri-
butions of the light beams. The light incidence surface 15¢ is
a side of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 facing the
light sources that are turned on. Side surface 154 is the side
opposite to the light incidence surface 15¢. Accordingly, if
there is a difference in angular intensity distribution between
two types of light beams 1.31, L.32 that differ in color, then
during local lighting control, the illumination light .34 will
have color irregularities in the xy plane.

By means of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310, the surface light source device 400 in the third
embodiment can give the angular intensity distribution,
viewed in the Xy plane, of the second light beam .32 substan-
tially the same shape as the angular intensity distribution of
the first light beam [.31. In the surface light source device 400
in the third embodiment, the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310 has adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e.
These enable the angular intensity distribution of light beam
L32 in the xy plane to be very finely adjusted to make it
approximate the angular intensity distribution of light beam
L31. Accordingly, planar color irregularities in the planar
illumination light 1.34 during local lighting control can be
suppressed. ‘Planar color irregularities’ are color irregulari-
ties in positions expressed two-dimensionally in an arbitrary
plane. In the third embodiment, the plane is the Xy plane.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 can also be employed
when there is only a single type of light source. For example,
they can be employed when the first light source 19 is
excluded from the third embodiment and the second light
source 301 is a white LED or laser light source.

Even in this case, the surface light source device 400 in the
third embodiment is provided with adjustment surfaces 3114,
312¢ on the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310. Consequently, by means of the angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 310, the surface light source device
400 in the third embodiment can very finely adjust the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam .32, viewed in
the xy plane. For that reason, planar irregularity in brightness
and color in the planar illumination light 1.34 can be sup-
pressed during local lighting control.

The angular intensity distribution shaping member 310
may also be disposed in the same plane as the surface emitting
light guide plate 15. The angular intensity distribution shap-
ing member 310 then, like the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 110 in the first embodiment, has no light
folding section 322. In that case, the surface opposite to the
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light incidence surface 311a becomes the light exit surface,
like the light exit surface 110c¢ of the angular intensity distri-
bution shaping member 110. The light exit surface can be
coupled to the light incidence surface 15¢ of the surface
emitting light guide plate 15. The mixing region 15¢ then
becomes unnecessary. The surface emitting light guide plate
15 and angular intensity distribution shaping member 310
may also be formed as a single unit.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 make it possible for the
surface light source device 400 in the third embodiment to
increase the amount of light exiting the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310. The reason will be given
below.

Light beam .32 enters the angular intensity distribution
shaping member 310 from its light incidence surface 311a,
propagates inside it, and reaches the light exit surface 311c.
Of the light beam 1.32 reaching the light exit surface 311c,
light with an angle of incidence on the light exit surface 311c¢
that satisfies the total reflection condition is totally reflected
by the light exit surface 311¢ and returned to the light inci-
dence surface 311a. Accordingly, it does not exit from the
light exit surface 311c¢ into the following optics. The follow-
ing optics is the cylindrical mirror 202 in the surface light
source device 400 in the third embodiment. The amount of
light entering the surface emitting light guide plate 15 then
decreases, lowering the brightness of the planar light emitted
from the surface light source device 400. The total reflection
condition with respect to the angle of incidence on the light
beam 1.32 on the light exit surface 311c¢ is the critical angle
derived from the difference in refractive index between the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 and the air
layer in accordance with Snell’s law.

In the surface light source device 400 in the third embodi-
ment, the adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ of the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310 enable the angular
intensity distribution of the light beam [.32 to be very finely
adjusted. In the light beam 1.32, light with an angle of inci-
dence on the light exit surface 311c that satisfies the total
reflection condition can be converted to light that does not
satisfy the total reflection condition. Accordingly, the amount
of light exiting the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310 can be increased. Consequently, the brightness
of'the illumination light [.34 can be improved with respect to
the amount of light emitted from the second light source 301,
and the power consumption of the surface light source device
400 can be reduced.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ in the third embodi-
ment have a shape that is convex toward the interior of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310. The
adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ may have a flat shape or a
shape that is convex toward the exterior of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310. The angular intensity
distribution of the second light beam 1.32 can be adjusted by
reflection of part of the second light beam [.32 from the
adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e. If the adjustment surfaces
311d, 312¢ have a flat shape or a shape convex toward the
exterior of the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310, however, it becomes difficult to meet the total reflection
condition when the second light beam [.32 is reflected by the
adjustment surfaces 3114, 311e. If the adjustment surfaces
311d, 312¢ have a flat shape, very fine control of the angular
intensity distribution of the second light beam .32 becomes
difficult.

The adjustment surfaces 311d, 312¢ in the third embodi-
ment have curved surfaces. The adjustment surfaces 3114,
312¢ may, however, have a shape formed by linking flat
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surfaces together. This is because the angular intensity distri-
bution of the second light beam [.32 can be adjusted by
reflection of part of the second light beam [.32 by the adjust-
ment surfaces 311d, 311e. The angular intensity distribution
can be adjusted more finely, however, by curved adjustment
surfaces 3114, 311e.

The light reflecting sheet 17 is disposed facing the back
surface 155 of' the surface emitting light guide plate 15. Of the
light in the mixed light beam [.33, light exiting the back
surface 156 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15 is
reflected by the light reflecting sheet 17 and travels toward the
back surface 155 of the surface emitting light guide plate 15.
That light then passes through the surface emitting light guide
plate 15 and exits from its front surface 154 toward the back
surface 115 of the liquid crystal panel 11 as illumination light
L.34. Of the light rays in the mixed light beam [.33, the light
rays encountering the optical microelements 16 also exit as
illumination light 1.34.

Although the inclined surface 3115 of the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310 is inclined by an angle of
about 45 degrees with respect to the xy plane in the descrip-
tion given above, the present invention is not limited to this
angle. The angle ofincidence of the second light beam [.32 on
the inclined surface 3115 is set by the total reflection condi-
tion. The total reflection condition is obtained from the criti-
cal angle 6t and the half angle of the angular intensity distri-
bution of the second light beam [.32.

To optimize the light path of the second light beam .32, the
angle of inclination of the inclined surface 3115 may be
changed in accordance with the positional relationships
among components such as the light exit surface 311¢, cylin-
drical mirror 202, surface emitting light guide plate 15, and
inclined surface 3115. Alternatively, the location and shape of
the cylindrical mirror 202 may be changed to optimize the
light path of the second light beam .32, instead of changing
the inclination angle of the inclined surface 3115.

The adjustment of the angle of inclination of the inclined
surface 3115 or the location of the cylindrical mirror 202 is
carried out for the following three purposes. The first purpose
is to couple the second light beam [.32 efficiently into the
cylindrical mirror 202 and surface emitting light guide plate
15. The second purpose is to tilt the beam axis that the second
light beam [.32 has just after entering the surface emitting
light guide plate 15 so that it is at an arbitrary angle to the
reference plane of the surface emitting light guide plate 15, as
viewed in the zx plane. The third purpose is to provide the
second light beam [.32, just after it enters the surface emitting
light guide plate 15, with an arbitrary angular intensity dis-
tribution, as viewed in the zx plane.

The positional and other relationships between the second
light source 301 and cylindrical mirror 202 are set according
to the angular intensity distribution of the second light beam
L.32, the size (diameter) of the light flux of the second light
beam [.32, the curvature of the cylindrical mirror 202, the
thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15, and so
on. The positional and other relationships between the cylin-
drical mirror 202 and surface emitting light guide plate 15 are
set according to the angular intensity distribution of the sec-
ond light beam .32, the size (diameter) of the light flux of the
second light beam [.32, the curvature of the cylindrical mirror
202, the thickness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15,
and so on. Accordingly, the positional and other relationships
among the members must be optimized when a condition
changes. ‘Positional and other relationships’ means the rela-
tionships among components which determine the light path
of'the light beam, such as the locations of the components and
the inclinations of their reflecting surfaces.
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In FIG. 13, the angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber 310 is disposed parallel to the surface emitting light guide
plate 15. The second light beam [.32 exits the second light
source 301 in a direction parallel to the surface emitting light
guide plate 15. The present invention, however, is not limited
to this configuration.

For example, the light incidence surface 311a of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 310 may be posi-
tioned at a distance from the light reflecting sheet 17. That is,
the angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 may
be tilted away from the xy plane. The exit surface 311¢ of the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 can then
be disposed in the vicinity of the cylindrical mirror 202 even
if the second light source 301 and its peripheral members are
large. This makes it possible to mitigate the light loss that may
occur in the interval until the second light beam 1.32 that has
left the exit surface 311c reaches the cylindrical mirror 202.
The peripheral members of the second light source 301 are,
for example, its fixture members and the like.

If the angular intensity distribution shaping member 310 is
tilted at an angle with respect to the surface emitting light
guide plate 15, the second light source 301 is positioned in
such a way that the beam axis of the second light beam .32
parallels the light exit surface 311¢ and surface 311f. This
makes it easy to control the light reflection angle in the light
folding section 322 of the angular intensity distribution shap-
ing member 310. It will be appreciated that the second light
source 301 is disposed facing the light incidence surface 311a
of the angular intensity distribution shaping member 310.

The angle of inclination of the inclined surface 3115 is
determined by consideration of the following three require-
ments. The first requirement is the direction of the beam axis
of'the second light beam .32 exiting the light folding section
322 ofthe angular intensity distribution shaping member 310,
with respect to the direction of the beam axis of the second
light beam [.32 entering the light folding section 322. The
second requirement is the direction of the beam axis of the
second light beam [.32 exiting the cylindrical mirror 202,
with respect to the direction of the beam axis of the second
light beam .32 entering the cylindrical mirror 202. The third
requirement is that the second light beam .32 incident on the
inclined surface 3115 must satisfy the condition for total
reflection at the inclined surface 3115. By specifying an angle
between the beam axis of the second light beam .32 and the
inclined surface 3115 that satisfies these three requirements,
light loss at the inclined surface 3115 can be suppressed.

Making the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310 in the second embodiment thinner can lead to a reduction
in the size of the cylindrical mirror 202. The reason is that the
thickness of the line of light exiting the inclined surface 3114
is reduced. Making the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 310 thinner can also lead to a reduction in the thick-
ness of the surface emitting light guide plate 15. The reason is
that the dimension of the cylindrical mirror 202 in the z-axis
direction is reduced. Accordingly, use of a thin angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member 310 is preferred. However,
since the reduced thickness decreases the rigidity of the angu-
lar intensity distribution shaping member 310, the thickness
reduction is preferably kept within a range such that the
rigidity of the angular intensity distribution shaping member
310 does not become too low.

While the second light beam .32 that exits the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310 is travelling in the
angular intensity distribution shaping member 310, it
becomes a line of light having a light flux diameter equal to
the thickness of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member 210 in the zx plane.
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The second light beam [.32 travels in the angular intensity
distribution shaping member 310 in the —x-axis direction by
reflection between two surfaces, the light exit surface 311¢
and surface 311f. Surface 311f faces the light exit surface
311c. The light exit surface 311c is parallel to surface 311/
The beam axis of the second light beam [.32 is parallel to
these two surfaces, the light exit surface 311¢ and surface
3117

The second light beam [.32 exiting the light exit surface
311c is a light beam having substantially the same angular
intensity distribution as the angular intensity distribution it
had just after exiting the second light source 301. The second
light beam [.32 exiting the light exit surface 311¢ can be
regarded as a secondary light source that exits the angular
intensity distribution shaping member 310.

The cross section of the reflecting surface 202a of the
cylindrical mirror 202 in the zx plane has a concave circular
arc shape. This being the case, the angles between tangents to
the circular arc shape of the reflecting surface 202a and the
rays constituting the light flux of the second light beam [.32
take a range of values. That is, the reflecting surface 2024 has
the effect of spreading the parallel light. Accordingly, the
surface light source device 400 in the third embodiment can
widen the full angle of the angular intensity distribution of the
second light beam [.32 by means of the cylindrical mirror
202.

In the descriptions of the embodiments, terms such as
‘parallel’ and ‘perpendicular’ have been used to indicate posi-
tional relationships among components and shapes of com-
ponents. Expression involving terms such as ‘approximately’
and ‘substantially’ have also been used, as in approximately
square, approximately 90 degrees, substantially parallel, and
so on. Those expressions indicate inclusion of ranges that take
account of manufacturing tolerances, assembly variability,
and the like. For example, ‘substantially in the —z-axis direc-
tion’ is an expression that includes manufacturing tolerances,
assembly variability, and the like. The claims include ranges
that take account of manufacturing tolerances, assembly vari-
ability, and the like even when terms such as ‘substantially’
are not recited. If ‘substantially’ is recited in a claim, it also
indicates inclusion of a range that takes account of manufac-
turing tolerances, assembly variability, and the like.

REFERENCE CHARACTERS

liquid crystal display device; 11 liquid crystal panel; 11a
display surface; 115 back surface; 12 first optical sheet; 13
second optical sheet; 15 surface emitting light guide plate;
15a front surface; 1556 back surface; 15¢ light incidence sur-
face; 15d side surface; 15¢ mixing region; 15f region; 16
optical microelement; light reflecting sheet; 18, 19 first light
source; 21 control unit; 22 liquid crystal panel driving unit; 23
light source driving unit; 25 video signal; 26 liquid crystal
panel control signal; 27 light source control signal; 100, 200,
300, 400 surface light source device; 101, 201, 301 second
light source; 101a,1015,101¢, 1014, 101, 101/, 2014, 2015,
201¢, 2014, 201e, 2017, 301a, 3015, 301c¢, 3014, 301e, 3011
laser emission element; 102, 202 cylindrical mirror; 102a,
202a reflecting surface; 110, 210, 310, 210a, 2105, 210c,
310a,3105, 310c angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber; 110a, 211a, 311a, 110aa, 110ab, 110ac, 110ad, 110ae,
110af; 211aa, 211ab, 211ac, 211ad, 211ae, 211af, 311aa,
311ab, 311ac light incidence surface; 2115, 3115 inclined
surface; 110c¢, 211c¢, 311 clight exit surface; 211d, 211e, 3114,
311e adjustment surface; 211/, 311fsurface; 111, 333 optical
microstructure; 221 plate section; 222, 322 light folding sec-
tion; L11, 1.21, 131 first light beam; [.12, 1.22, 1.32, [.12a,
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L12b, 112¢, L12d, 112e, L12f, 1.22a, 1.22b, 1.22¢, 1.22d,
[.22¢,1.22f,1.32a,1.325,1.32¢,1.32d, 1.32¢, 1.32fsecond light
beam; [.13, [.23, .33 mixed light beam; 1.14, .24, 1.34 illu-
mination light; 180, 120, 1214, 1215, 122 angular intensity
distribution.

What is claimed is:

1. An angular intensity distribution shaping member com-
prising:

a first surface for receiving a light beam emitted from a
light source, the first surface having a length in a width
direction that is longer than a length in a thickness direc-
tion perpendicular to the width direction;

second surfaces forming a plate-shaped light path on which
the light beam incident from the first surface propagates
by total reflection, the second surfaces including at least
one adjustment surface for spreading a full angle of an
angular intensity distribution, in the width direction, of
the light beam incident from the first surface so that the
full angle becomes wider than the full angle of the angu-
lar intensity distribution, in the width direction, of the
light beam just after emission from the light source; and

a third surface through which the light beam exits, the full
angle of its angular intensity distribution in the width
direction having been widened by the at least one adjust-
ment surface,

wherein the at least one adjustment surface has a circular
arc shape in a plane perpendicular to the thickness direc-
tion and projects toward a center of the light path; and

wherein the first surface directly connects with the at least
one adjustment surface.

2. The angular intensity distribution shaping member of

claim 1, wherein:

the at least one adjustment surface is a plurality of adjust-
ment surfaces facing each other across the light path;

the first surface is a single plane;

the light beam emitted from the light source includes a
mutually parallel plurality of light beams; and

the plurality of light beams are incident on the first surface.

3. A surface light source device comprising:

at least one angular intensity distribution shaping member
as recited in claim 2;

a light source for emitting the light beam incident on the
first surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member;

another light source for emitting another light beam having
a wider angular intensity distribution than said light
beam just after emission from said light source; and

a surface emitting light guide plate having a front surface,
aback surface, and a side surface disposed between and
linking the front surface and the back surface, the light
beam emitted from the third surface of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member and the another light
beam emitted from the another light source being inci-
dent on the side surface, for emitting said light beam and
the another light beam as planar light from the front
surface.

4. The surface light source device of claim 3, wherein the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam emitted from
the third surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member just before incidence on the surface emitting light
guide plate is equal to the angular intensity distribution of the
another light beam emitted from the another light source.

5. The surface light source device of claim 3, wherein:

the atleast one angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber includes a plurality of angular intensity distribution
shaping members arrayed in the width direction; and
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said light source includes a plurality of laser emission
elements arrayed in the width direction.

6. The angular intensity distribution shaping member of

claim 1, wherein:

the first surface includes a plurality of light incidence sur-
faces;

a mutually adjacent pair of light incidence surfaces in the
plurality of light incidence surfaces face in mutually
differing directions;

the light beam emitted from the light source includes a
plurality of light beams;

a mutually adjacent pair of light beams in the plurality of
light beams travel in mutually differing directions; and

the plurality of light beams are incident on respective ones
of the plurality of light incidence surfaces.

7. A surface light source device comprising:

at least one angular intensity distribution shaping member
as recited in claim 6;

a light source for emitting the light beam incident on the
first surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member;

another light source for emitting another light beam having
a wider angular intensity distribution than said light
beam just after emission from said light source; and

a surface emitting light guide plate having a front surface,
aback surface, and a side surface disposed between and
linking the front surface and the back surface, the light
beam emitted from the third surface of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member and the another light
beam emitted from the another light source being inci-
dent on the side surface, for emitting said light beam and
the another light beam as planar light from the front
surface.

8. The surface light source device of claim 7, wherein the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam emitted from
the third surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member just before incidence on the surface emitting light
guide plate is equal to the angular intensity distribution of the
another light beam emitted from the another light sources.

9. The surface light source device of claim 7, wherein:

the atleast one angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber includes a plurality of angular intensity distribution
shaping members arrayed in the width direction; and

said light source includes a plurality of laser emission
elements arrayed in the width direction.

10. A surface light source device comprising:

at least one angular intensity distribution shaping member
as recited in claim 1;

a light source for emitting the light beam incident on the
first surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member;

another light sources for emitting another light beam hav-
ing a wider angular intensity distribution than said light
beam just after emission from said light source; and

a surface emitting light guide plate having a front surface,
aback surface, and a side surface disposed between and
linking the front surface and the back surface, the light
beam emitted from the third surface of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member and the another light
beam emitted from the another light source being inci-
dent on the side surface, for emitting said light beam and
the another light beam as planar light from the front
surface.

11. The surface light source device of claim 10, wherein the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam emitted from
the third surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member just before incidence on the surface emitting light
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guide plate is equal to the angular intensity distribution of the
another light beam emitted from the another light source.

12. The surface light source device of claim 10, wherein:

the atleast one angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber includes a plurality of angular intensity distribution
shaping members arrayed in the width direction; and

said light source includes a plurality of laser emission
elements arrayed in the width direction.

13. An angular intensity distribution shaping member com-

prising:

a first surface for receiving a light beam emitted from a
light source, the first surface having a length in a width
direction that is longer than a length in a thickness direc-
tion perpendicular to the width direction;

second surfaces forming a plate-shaped light path on which
the light beam incident from the first surface propagates
by total reflection, the second surfaces including at least
one adjustment surface for spreading a full angle of an
angular intensity distribution, in the width direction, of
the light beam incident from the first surface so that the
full angle becomes wider than the full angle of the angu-
lar intensity distribution, in the width direction, of the
light beam just after emission from the light sources; and

athird surface through which the light beam exists, the full
angle of its angular intensity distribution in the width
direction having been widened by the at least one adjust-
ment surface, wherein:

the at least one adjustment surface is a plurality of adjust-
ment surfaces facing each other across the light path;

the first surface is a single plane;

the light beam emitted from the light source includes a
mutually parallel plurality of light beams; and

the plurality of light beams are incident on the first surface.
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14. A surface light source device comprising:

at least one angular intensity distribution shaping member
as recited in claim 13;

a light source for emitting the light beam incident on the
first surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member;

another light source for emitting another light beam having
a wider angular intensity distribution than said light
beam just after emission from said light source; and

a surface emitting light guide plate having a front surface,
aback surface, and a side surface disposed between and
linking the front surface and the back surface, the light
beam emitted from the third surface of the angular inten-
sity distribution shaping member and the another light
beam emitted from the another light source being inci-
dent on the side surface, for emitting said light beam and
the another light beam as planar light from the front
surface.

15. The surface light source device of claim 14, wherein the
angular intensity distribution of the light beam emitted from
the third surface of the angular intensity distribution shaping
member just before incidence on the surface emitting light
guide plate is equal to the angular intensity distribution of the
another light beam emitted from the another light source.

16. The surface light source device of claim 14, wherein:

the atleast one angular intensity distribution shaping mem-
ber includes a plurality of angular intensity distribution
shaping members arrayed in the width direction; and

said light source includes a plurality of laser emission
elements arrayed in the width direction.
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